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Montgomery & Davidhizar
Sworn In

Newly elected Huntsville City
Councilmember At-Large, Position
4, Mari Montgomery, was sworn in
on Tuesday, November 20.
Former member and Mayor Pro
Tem Keith D. Olson reached term
limits this year in Position 4.
Walker County Judge Danny
Pierce administered the oath of
office to Montgomery and reelected Councilmember At-Large
Position 1, Paul Davidhizar. Reelected Councilmember At-Large,
Clyde D. Loll, and the winner of
the Dec. 15 runoff election will be
sworn in at the Jan. 3, 2019,
meeting.

December 2018
4 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
5 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
6 - Planning Commission at 12:00 p.m.
12 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
18 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
19 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
20 - Planning Commission at 5:30 p.m.

24-25 - City offices closed Christmas Holiday

January 2016
1 - New Year’s Day - City offices closed
2 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
3 - Planning Commission at 12:00 p.m.
3 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
9 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
15 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
16 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection

17 - Planning Commission at 5:30 p.m.
23 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
30 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
Submit requests for Heavy Trash pick-up
before noon on Wednesday,
the week prior to pick-up,
at 294-5796.

Learn more about
City events at
www.huntsvilletx.gov

State of the City video online
Want to see what everyone is talking about from the recent State of the
City address? The City of Huntsville’s annual event took place on Tuesday, October
30. Attendees visited with all the City departments, heard a presentation by City
Manager Aron Kulhavy, and enjoyed a rousing closing by Mayor Andy Brauninger
(watch to the end for a birthday surprise).
Kulhavy focused his presentation on the highlights of 2018, including the addition of new digital messaging signs and the opening of the William H. Hodges Education Building at the Sam Houston Statue Visitor Center.
“We have tons of things going on in the City,” Kulhavy said. “One of the things
people ask all the time is ‘What are they building?’ That is our number one question.”
Kulhavy revealed a new GIS feature that maps the major economic development
projects in progress, as well as capital improvement projects and bond projects.
The new map is located online at HuntsvilleTX.gov/Projects. He also gave updates on the three bond propositions approved by voters in 2016 and unveiled the
first renderings of the new fire and police department buildings called for in the
bonds.
Mayor Andy Brauninger thanked the many citizens who volunteer for boards and
committees in the City.
“Huntsville is about our citizens giving their lives away for their community,”
Brauninger said Tuesday night. “Give your life away, you will get it back tenfold.
This city is full of loving, caring, dedicated people.”
Share the full video at HuntsvilleTX.gov/2018SOTC with your friends, family, and
neighbors. Find all the City’s videos by subscribing to the YouTube channel
HuntsvilleTXgov.
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Mayors Breakfast

WATER RATE UPDATES

The City of Huntsville’s budget for fiscal
year 2018-2019 was adopted by the
City Council at their September 18, 2018, meeting, for the
new fiscal year beginning
October 1, 2018. Included in the budget
was the annual scheduled increase
(adopted in 2012) for monthly
water volume usage rates.
INSIDE the City Limits - The base rates for residential service
inside the City limits for zero to 3,000 gallons did not change.
Volume rates for usage above 3,000 gallons increased along
a range of $0.06-0.08 per 1,000 gallons, dependent upon
the class of usage (residential, commercial, industrial, etc.)
and, for residential usage, by usage tier.

Mayor Andy Brauninger hosted a Mayors Breakfast on
Tuesday, November 13, at the William H. Hodges Education Building at the Sam Houston Statue and Visitor Center.
Mayors from all around this part of Texas were invited to
talk about successes and challenges they face. In spite of
the wintry weather, a good group made it in to network and
share. The group will meet again in February, in Madisonville.

OUTSIDE the City Limits - The base rates for service outside
the City limits for zero to 3,000 gallons did not change (as it
has been for many years). All other rates are 1.25 times the
rates of service inside the City limits for the same class or
tier of usage.
All rates are available on the City of Huntsville website,
www.HuntsvilleTX.gov, or by contacting the City’s Utility Billing
Division at 936-291-5431.

HOLIDAY SOLID WASTE/RECYCLING SCHEDULES
Tuesday,
December 25,
2018

FACILITY
Residential garbage normally picked up on
CLOSED Tuesday will be picked up on Wednesday, Dec. 26.

Wednesday,
December 26,
2018

Residential garbage normally picked up
FACILITY
on Tuesday will be picked up.
OPEN There will be no Heavy Trash service for this week.

Thursday & Friday
December 27-28, 2018

The recycling facility and Transfer Station
will be
on December 25, 2018.
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Text-to-9-1-1 Available
The Gulf Coast Regional 9-1-1 Emergency Communications District
(GCRECD) announced the availability of
Text-to-9-1-1 service in Brazoria, Chambers, Colorado, Liberty, Matagorda,
Walker, Waller, and Wharton counties.
Text-to-9-1-1 is a service that allows
cell phone users to send a text message directly to 9-1-1 for assistance
when they can't make a voice call.
"If you find yourself in an emergency
where you are unable to speak or hear,
simply enter 911 in the recipient field
of your text messaging application,
clearly tell us your location and your
emergency, and push send," said Kimberly Ward, Program Manager for the
GCRECD.
"Once your text is sent, the 9-1-1 system will acknowledge that your message was received, and a 9-1-1 call
taker will assist you."
Text-to-9-1-1 is available through all
four major wireless carriers: AT&T,
Sprint, T-Mobile and Verizon Wireless.
If you are in an area where Text-to-9-11 service is not available, you will receive a 'bounce-back' message telling
you to make a voice call.
The traditional method of calling 9-11 remains the fastest, most effective
way to reach help.
For more information about Text-to-91-1 , visit GulfCoast911.org.

When to Use Text-to-9-1-1
Text-to-9-1-1 services should only be
used in an emergency when the person
needing assistance is unable to speak
or hear.
Examples include if the person is
deaf, hard-of-hearing, or speech impaired or when the emergency has affected the person's ability to speak or
hear.
Text-to-9-1-1 provides an alternative
when speaking out loud would put the
person in danger, such as an abduction; active shooter; home intruder; or
domestic abuse.

Tips for Texting 9-1-1
Text messages should include simple
language.
Text messages should not include
abbreviations, slang, pictures, or emojis.
You should not text and drive but
should pull over to a safe location before texting 9-1-1.
You must have a text or data plan on
your cell phones to use Text-to-9-1-1

Call if you can,
text if you can't.

At Huntsville Public Library

Residential customers:
Winterize your
sewer charge
Water meter usage for the months of
November through February is used to
calculate your new sewer average
charge for the next year. Consciously
reducing your water usage during these
months could lower your sewer charge.
Methods to reduce usage include limiting or completely eliminating outside
watering.
The new sewer average charge will be
effective with the April billing (due in
May).
“We advise residents to cut back on
outdoor watering, such as washing cars,
in order to keep water consumption
down during winter months,” said Jerri
Weaver, City of Huntsville Billing and
Revenue Manager. “Also, residents
should be aware of water leaks and
make sure to have those repaired.”
For more information, contact Utility
Billing at (936) 291-5431.

City of Huntsville Recycling Guidelines
Direct questions to (936) 294-5712
Curbside recycling guidelines:
1. Rinse all plastics and cans to remove residue
2. Plastics 1-7 stamped with number and symbol accepted
3. Flatten items to save room inside of cart
4. Keep cart five (5) feet from all other objects including vehicles
5. Carts must be placed at the curb or street’s edge no later than
6:00 a.m. on the day of collection. Carts must be removed from the
street’s edge by the end of the collection day (carts cannot be
stored at the street’s edge)
Items that cannot be placed in the City cart:
Garbage, food waste, yard waste, loose shredded paper,
glass/oil/filters, batteries, cell phones, electronics, Styrofoam, aluminum foil, or plastic bags of any kind.
No plastic wrap, shrink wrap, or bubble wrap. No Styrofoam, even if it
has a recycling number and symbol on item.
Recycling Drop-Off Center Information:
The Recycling Center accepts self-hauled recyclable items and is located at 590 I-45 North. The Recycling Center Attendant will be onsite to
assist customers from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday - Friday. Dropoffs can still be made Monday - Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
holiday closings are posted.
Recycling Drop-off Center Guidelines:
Aluminum - Soda cans, beer cans: Flattened/unflattened. Keep aluminum cans separate from steel cans. NO FOIL, BAKING PANS OR FOOD
TRAYS.
Steel Cans - Food cans, pet food cans, aerosol cans: Rinse out the can,
you can leave the label on. Aerosol cans must be empty.
Newspaper - Whatever comes inside the newspaper can be recycled.
Stack and put in paper bags or cardboard boxes. Throw away plastic
rain sleeves and rubber bands.
Magazines - catalogs, phone books: Keep separate from newspaper.
Place in brown bags or small cardboard boxes. DO NOT place in plastic
bags.
Paper - White or colored paper, remove paper clips, rubber bands and
staples if possible. Put in small boxes or paper stacks.
Glass - Clear, green or brown only: Throw away lids, rinse out. You can
leave the label on. Place glass in separate containers. NO window
panes, light bulbs or dishware.
Cardboard - Toilet/paper towel cores, food boxes, medicine boxes, shoe
boxes, shipping/moving boxes, sugar bags, dog/cat food bags which
include a recycling logo, paper bags. NO packing materials, plastic liners or foam.
Plastics - Numbered 1-7: Recycling symbol and number are required.
Milk Jugs and Water Jugs - Throw away cap/lid. Rinse with warm water
and try to flatten. Keep these jugs separate from soda bottles or colored plastic.
Other #1 and #2 Plastic Containers - Examples of other recyclable containers: syrup bottles #3, snap on coffee lids #4, cottage cheese containers #5, yogurt containers #6, and ketchup bottles #7
Drop-off Center also accepts: Used motor oil, oil filters, cooking oil &
antifreeze.
Visit www.huntsvilletx.gov for curbside recycling schedules, full list of
acceptable curbside items, and more recycling information.

Employees participate in
Leadership Academy
Two City of Huntsville employees, Huntsville Fire Captain Tim
Buhler and Wastewater Superintendent William Lawler, are
currently participating in the SHSU High Potential Employee
Leadership Academy, a nine-month curriculum focused on
expanding expertise in management.
The course, in its fifth year, involves a series of monthly sessions that address key leadership topics and specific focus
groups from August 2018 to May 2019. Each month unique
presenters share their experiences, ranging from major entities working together to organizational culture, decision making, and more.
The overall mission is “to identify, select, and develop high
performing employees in order to strengthen the fabric of the
community by enhancing ... our emerging leaders.”
Buhler said his eyes have been opened to different aspects
of leadership.
“I’m really enjoying this. My goals for attending the Academy
are to hone my skills and decision making abilities, and changing implementation processes I currently use,” Buhler, a 16year veteran of HFD, said.
“These are ways to not only better myself, but my department as well. The knowledge and relationships I have gained
from this will be invaluable in my personal life and professional career,” Buhler said.
Participants are selected through a nomination process. A
recommendation must be submitted, demonstrating how the
candidate is emerging as a leader. Candidates are also asked
to submit a letter explaining why they would like to participate
in the class, delving into personal strengths and weaknesses,
and areas in need of improvement.
Lawler, a 14-year employee with the City of Huntsville, said
he hopes to enable others who work around him, inspiring
them to want to exceed as well. Lawler began working for the
City as a drainage equipment operator for the Streets Department.
“I have always wanted to be able to do more for the City,”
Lawler said. “The stronger a leader I become, the better I will
be able to represent my department and lead by example.”
Buhler and Lawler were each assigned a senior leader coach
to mentor them through the program.
“I was cleaning ditches when I first started here,” Lawler
said. “My goals have shifted since that time. The experience
has been very eye opening, after only a few months. I have
changed my focus to the big picture, rather than fighting small
fires, and I am now looking at the Wastewater Division as a
whole. I want to enable my employees to take ownership in
what we are doing as a department.”
The City of Huntsville consistently seeks to empower employees to provide superior service to the community as included
in the City’s Values Statements: Vision of an enriched future
enhanced by encouraging skills, talents, and potential of our
employees through training, opportunity, and recognition.
The City currently has nine alumni who have completed the
Academy, ranging from City Secretary to Parks and Leisure
Director to Human Resources Manager to a Lieutenant at the
Huntsville Police Department.
For more information, email CitySecretary@HuntsvilleTX.gov
or call 936-291-5403.

