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Calendar
April 2018
3 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
4 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
5 - Planning Commission City Hall at Noon
11 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
17 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
18 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
19 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
25 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste

May 2018
1 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
2 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
3 - Planning Commission City Hall at Noon
9 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
15 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
16 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
17 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
23 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
28 - All City facilities will be closed for
Memorial Day
30 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste

Submit requests for Heavy Trash pick-up
before noon on Wednesday,
the week prior to pick-up, at 294-5796.

Learn more about
City events at
www.huntsvilletx.gov

Celebrating those who
serve our community
A reception was held Tuesday, March
20, to honor Citizen of the Year Linda
Pease and First Responder of the Year
John French. The event was hosted by
the Friends of the Wynne. Pease and
French were recognized by
the Huntsville Item in February. The City
formally thanked them at the beginning
of the City Council meeting, following the
reception.

Pease

Linda Pease is the Cultural Services
Coordinator for the City and Director of
the Wynne Home Arts & Visitors Center.
She has been instrumental in the Wynne
Home’s success and was a key player in
the establishment of the Cultural District, designated by the Texas Commission of the Arts in 2009.
Sam Houston State University professor Mike Yawn said Pease has numerous attributes that make her a worthy Citizen of the Year. He says he
knows of the long hours she works in
devotion to her job. He noted that Pease
lends her talent, energy, and time to
numerous good causes across the community, including volunteering at the
COME Center in the past, serving
through the First United Methodist
Church, and being involved in various
endeavors with SHSU.
Pease said she has enjoyed every
minute of working for the City of Huntsville over the past 42 years.
“I started at the Public Library doing
outreach programs, especially for children. I am very happy with my time
spent with the Huntsville Enrichment
Activity Program (HEAP), that hosted
over 1,000 kids each summer,” Pease
said. “It has been gratifying to be part of
the downtown revitalization and coordinating with the artists and architects.”
It was the development and eventual
establishment of the Wynne Home that
Pease said has been marvelous.
Pease is active in efforts to add historical markers locally, with the State
recently approving a marker for the Bishop Ward Industrial Training Institute.
“It is that she is being recognized for all
the love and hard work she has given
the city and its citizens,” said Nancy
Gaertner, President of the Friends of the
Wynne. “It has been a great pleasure to

work with her. We couldn’t be happier to
host this reception for the recipients.”
“My initial reaction was shock at being named Citizen of the Year. There are
so many people that are deserving,”
Pease said. “I love this community and
am very grateful.”

French

John French is currently serving as
City Marshal with the Huntsville Police
Department.
“This is a humbling experience for
me. I love working for the City and the
people. You get to see people at their
best times and their worst times. Sometimes a citizen just needs a comforting
shoulder to cry on, a hug, and good advice,” French said. “I look forward to
working many more years with the City.”
He has held various positions, including Patrol Officer, Detective, Patrol Corporal, and Senior Officer, according to
his wife, Kari French, who nominated
John through the Item.
Continued on Page 4
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Local Government Day held for Boys & Girls Club
The Boys and Girls Club of Walker
County visited City Hall on Wednesday, March 14th, for Local Government Day. Twelve local students
were treated to a tour of City Hall
and held a mock meeting in the
Council Chamber. Director of Operations Diane Balderas reported
that the kids returned to the club
telling others about their experience. Mayor Andy Brauninger, City
Secretary Lee Woodward, and Deputy City Secretary Brenda Poe
taught the youth how the Council
makes important decisions. The
students also took part in a mock
City Council meeting, where each
child had a role to play.

Drug Take Back Day set for late April
The Drug Enforcement Administration’s
(DEA) nationwide
Drug
Take Back Day
addresses
a
crucial public safety and public health issue - misuse of
prescription drugs.
The Huntsville Police Department will be joining in
the DEA’s effort to eliminate
the abuse by collecting unused or expired prescription
medication from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on Saturday, April 28th,
at Huntsville High School,
515 FM 2821.
Officers will be collecting
and safely disposing of the
medication in the front parking lot of the school. HPD
Officer Ryann Kaaa-Bauer
said citizens just need to
drop off the medicine - there
are no forms to fill out.
According to the 2015 National Survey on Drug Use
and Health, 6.4 million Americans abused controlled pre-

scription drugs.
The
study
shows that a
majority
of
abused
prescription drugs
were obtained
from family and friends, often from the home medicine
cabinet.
The DEA’s Drug Take Back
Day events provide an opportunity for Americans to prevent drug addiction and overdose deaths.
Too often, unused prescription drugs find their way into
the wrong hands. Pharmaceutical drugs can be just as
dangerous as street drugs
when taken without a prescription or a doctor’s supervision, according to DEA. The
non-medical use of prescription drugs ranks second only
to marijuana as the most
common form of drug abuse
in America.
The Huntsville Police Department was one of 239
departments in Texas in

2017 participating in the
nationwide program, with
over 72,000 pounds of medication collected, according to
the Drug Enforcement Administration.
For more information, contact Officer Kaaa-Bauer by

calling 936-291-5493 or by
email
at
rkaaa@HuntsvilleTX.gov.
Walker County EMS will
also be onsite collecting
sharps (needles) in a separate effort by local authorities.
Debbie Charbonneau,
City of Huntsville
Main Street
Coordinator, works
with area businesses
all year long and is a
fervent champion for
citizens to shop local.
Main Street was
recently named
a 2017
Neighborhood
Champion.
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Huntsville Fire Department’s
newest addition - Derek Davis
Name:
Derek Davis
Position:
Firefighter
Where are
you
from? Tell us about
your family.
I am from Newberry,
Florida. I moved to
Texas from Boca
Raton, Florida, in
2011, with my wife,
Julie. We have two
beautiful daughters,
Dakota, 3, and Daniella, 2.
Why did you become a firefighter?
I wanted to be a part of something larger than myself. I believe we are born with a desire to serve
others and often dream of jobs which allow us to
engage with others, but oftentimes those dreams
fade with the reality of pay and wanting larger-thanlife salaries. I want to be an example to my daughters that there is more to life than what you make
per year.
Why do you want to work for the City of Huntsville?
Huntsville’s community is exactly what we were
looking for when choosing a place to raise our family. The small town feel and love of the community is
why we call Huntsville home.
Why the Huntsville Fire Department?
The bond of the Huntsville Fire Department is really
what drew me to apply. Even as a new volunteer,
the willingness of HFD’s employees to make you
feel welcomed and a part of the team really made
me want to grow as a firefighter and member of the
department. HFD really has something special.

Remember - Recycle Grease and Antifreeze!
Like many other residential customers, do you
plan on replacing the antifreeze in your vehicle
this winter? Do you plan on disposing other kinds
of liquids, including motor oil, peanut oil or cooking oil? Don’t run those materials down the drain –
recycle them!
The City of Huntsville Solid Waste Services Division offers free, year-round recycling, for residential customers at the Recycling Drop-Off Center,
located at 590 I-45 North from 7:30 a.m. through
5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. Other items,
including oil filters, are recycled in specifically
marked collection barrels. As they are flammable,
neither gasoline nor diesel from lawn equipment
or vehicles will be accepted for disposal or recycling.
If you have any questions, please call 936-2945743.
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Texas 42 is a hit at Huntsville Public Library
Texas 42 is an enormously popular
dominoes game, similar in style to bridge
and spades. Invented about 120 years
ago, two young boys were caught playing
cards; a forbidden pastime which was put
to a fiery end when the disapproving parents burned the offending deck.
The determined and resourceful boys,
William Thomas and Walter Earl, substituted dominoes for the cards (dominoes
somehow considered sin-free) and invented a new game. They called it “42” and
the rest is history.
The Huntsville Public Library hosts Texas 42 every Monday at 1 p.m. and is free
and open to the public to play with other
fans.
“Our attendance numbers have continued to grow, with more locals coming in to
enjoy fellowship with others,” said Mary
Kokot, HPL Adult Services Coordinator.
“The rules are not hard to follow, and
the other players enjoy taking the time to
teach newcomers the rules and strategies.”
Kokot invites the public to stop by on
Monday afternoons to make new friends.
“Studies show playing dominoes can be
beneficial for the mind as attention to
detail and strategy are essential to play,”
Kokot said.
Please register in advance at MyHuntsvilleLibrary.com or call Mary at 936-2915471 for more information.
Games will be played weekly if 4 or
more players register. This program is for
adults 18 years and older.
Continued from Page 1
“First responders serve their community with passion and dedication. Those
who have the courage and honor to put
others before themselves possess a rare
and unique trait. It takes leadership, commitment and sacrifice to be a firefighter,
police officer, volunteer, husband and
father all in one. John French is a man
with compassion and integrity, who takes
pride in his family and career. John helps
others with a giving spirit and a big heart.
He has an unwavering commitment to the
values of service with dependability and a
professional attitude,” Mrs. French wrote.
French serves as a volunteer firefighter with the City of Huntsville Fire Department, is currently serving as 2nd Assistant Fire Chief, and with the Crabbs Prairie VFD, serves as the Assistant Fire Chief
and Treasurer.
French is also an Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT-B).

Number of players: Four
Domino set required:
Double-six
Setup: Players split into
teams of two, with partners
seated across from each
other. After the dominoes
are shuffled facedown,
players draw seven tiles
each to make up their hand
(whoever shuffles picks
last).
Objective: To be the first
team to score 250 points
by bidding and winning
tricks or by setting your
opponent.

