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Calendar
December 2017
5 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
6 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
7 - Planning Commission - City Hall
This meeting moved to 5:30 p.m.
13 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
19 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
20 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
21 - Planning Commission meeting
cancelled
25 - Christmas Day - City offices closed
26 - City offices closed
27 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste

TOWN CREEK WORKS!!!!!
If you’ve been in Huntsville this year, you couldn’t have missed the
Town Creek Drainage project. And if you saw any of the local coverage
of Hurricane Harvey, you know how well it performed. Despite the
endless rain and runoff around town, streets served by the Town Creek
watershed drained quickly and safely, which was no surprise to some.
Walt Sinclair, for example.
Sinclair was the General Superintendent for Garney Construction
throughout the project, and had a great experience here.
“All of us at Garney want to give a great big thank you to the
residents of Huntsville,” Sinclair said in October. “Thank you to the
community for their understanding. It was a very large project coming
through a very small town, but everyone was just great about it.”
Sinclair has been in the waterline industry for 35 years, he said, and
with Garney for 17, but each project is different. Here there were
challenges with the specific manner of removing the old rail cars and
replacing them with box culverts, and with some lead and asbestos
mitigation. Also, this was the first time he had participated in outreach
events done here for Town Creek, like the Doughnut Drop and passing
out cookies to drivers affected by the construction closures and
detours. Sinclair was very pleased to see how well the project came
through the storm this August.
“Hurricane Harvey dropped about 11” of rain that Saturday,” said
Sinclair. “All that water that got to Town Creek stayed in the creek. All
is working like it’s designed.”
Sinclair repeatedly expressed his appreciation for the citizens and
how they dealt with having such a project in the middle of major
thoroughfares. To hear a discussion about the project Sinclair had with
KSAM’s Larry Crippen, visit http://ow.ly/Cogy30gThpw (a longer
version will be on the City’s YouTube page the first week of December).

January 2018
1 - New Year’s Day - City offices closed
2 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
3 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
4 - Planning Commission City Hall at 12 p.m.
10 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
16 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
17 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
18 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
24 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
31 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
Submit requests for Heavy Trash pick-up
before noon on Wednesday,
the week prior to pick-up,
at 294-5796.

Learn more about
City events at
www.huntsvilletx.gov

Charter Review Committee
Starts Work
The 2017-2018 City Charter Review Committee has begun its work
reviewing the City Charter. The five-member group will spend the
next several months closely analyzing the document. After doing so,
the group may recommend changes to the City Council. Should the
Council choose, they can accept, reject, or amend those
recommendations, and can add others. In order for a change to
become part of the Charter, however, any amendments will have to
be approved by the voters at a special election.
The 2017-2018 Charter Review Committee includes Chair Mayor
Pro Tem Keith D. Olson, Councilmembers Clyde D. Loll and Tyler
McCaffety, former Mayor Jane Monday, and former Councilmember
Dalene Zender. The Committee will hear from City officials and will
accept public comment submitted through the City Secretary's
Office. The group was nominated by Mayor Brauninger and
approved unanimously by the Council during its meeting on October
17, 2017.
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Your City Needs Your Input
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The City of Huntsville is seeking your assistance in writing a new Hazard Mitigation Plan. City Emergency Management
Coordinator John Waldo said that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) requires updates on a five-year
schedule. However, when the City’s plan expired this time, in October 2017, staff felt it would be advantageous to ensure
the complete plan was appropriate for Huntsville. Previously, the city was covered under the Houston-Galveston Area
Council’s (H-GAC) regional plan, encompassing a 13-county area. FEMA would no longer allow regional plans going
forward, so this is an appropriate time to safeguard our community without being lost in a larger planning document. Dr.
Sherry McKibben, Director of Neighborhood Resources, is anticipating receiving the public’s feedback.
“We encourage city residents to help identify the most important risks to our city,” McKibben said. “Citizen participation is
imperative to receive their distinct perspective on hazards and planning for the future of Huntsville. Citizens often have a
unique view at a property-by-property level.”
Halff Associates of Conroe is a consultant assisting with the City’s planning efforts. The plan is being funded in part by the
Texas Department of Emergency Management (TxDEM)/(FEMA) Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program and will undergo
review by those agencies. The plan maintains Huntsville’s eligibility for hazard mitigation project grant funding in the
future.
To assist by taking a survey, go to http://ow.ly/X60h30gkRbC. The link will be posted in on the City’s social media
platforms
and
on
the
website
at
http://huntsvilletx.gov/154/Neighborhood-Resources. (You
can also use the QR code below.)
The survey will be open November 8 through December 6,
2017. A computer is also available at the Huntsville Public
Library for those without internet service. Printed copies,
assistance to the visually impaired, or translation service in
Spanish may be arranged by contacting
McKibben at 936-291-5428 or
smkibben@HuntsvilleTX.gov.
A public meeting to discuss action items
resulting from this survey will be held in
January 2018. More information will be
available on the City website at
https://www.HuntsvilleTX.gov.

Local Scouts Learn
Proper Flag Disposal
Procedures
Mayor Andy Brauninger joined local
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts to
participate in their flag disposal
activities. Area troops assembled at
Josey Lodge in early November to train
in the correct ways to handle and
retire flags.
For regular flag disposal, remember
there is a deposit box here at City Hall.
The Scouts regularly pick up and store
those flags for correct retirement.

CITY CONNECTION
All Incumbents Re-elected
The City held its annual general election on Tuesday, November 7. This
year’s races were for Mayor (elected at-large) and the four Ward
Councilmember positions.
Nine residents filed to run in the election, and the current Mayor and
Ward Councilmembers were selected by the voters for another term.
They are:
Mayor Andy Brauninger
Ward 1 Councilmember Joe Emmett
Ward 2 Councilmember Tish Humphrey
Ward 3 Councilmember Ronald Allen
Ward 4 Councilmember Joe P. Rodriquez
The City was pleased to have George Russell, Timothy Charles Owl
Davis, Mader Hedspetch, and Michelle Bright also file as candidates
and take part in the election process.
Serving on the Council is an important service to the community and
can be time intensive and rewarding. Those interested in learning more
about the process should contact the City Secretary’s office at
CitySecretary@HuntsvilleTX.gov or 936-291-5403.
City elections are governed by the City Charter and the Texas Election
Code. General elections are held each year. In 2018, the election will
be for the four at-large Council positions. Filing will be July 21-August
20, 2018.
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Residential customers:
Winterize your sewer charge
Water meter usage for the months of November
through February is used to calculate your new
sewer average charge for the next year.
Consciously reducing your water usage during
these months could lower your sewer charge.
Methods to reduce usage include limiting or
completely eliminating outside watering. The
new sewer average charge will be effective with
the April billing (due in May).
“The City of Huntsville would just like to advise
residents to curtail any kind of outdoor
watering, such as washing cars, in order to
keep water consumption down during winter
months,” said Jerri Weaver, City of Huntsville
Billing and Revenue Manager. “Also, residents
should be aware of any water leaks and make
sure to have those repaired.”
For more information, contact City of Huntsville
Utility Billing at (936) 291-5431.

It’s Always a Good Time to Prepare and Be Aware
In an emergency, disaster, or severe weather events, the City of Huntsville is communicating with
you. During Hurricane Harvey, our website and social media pages will contain the latest and most
accurate information. The City works with local, regional, and state resources to ensure the
correct information is provided. You can help by following our feed and directing others to do so,
too, especially when rumors begin to fly.
The City of Huntsville works hard to provide
answers, resources to prepare for and
recover from incidents, and up to date
conditions for our community. You can
subscribe to the City’s press releases and
receive them via email or text at the same
time they are issued to the media (use the
blue Stay Notified button on the home page
at www.HuntsvilleTX.gov). Find all of our
social media links listed in one spot at
www.HuntsvilleTX.gov/Social. Then plan for
safety using the subject resources at
www.HuntsvilleTX.gov/ReadyHuntsville— stay
in touch, and know you have the latest and
best information during challenging
conditions. Your family will thank you!

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS SOLID WASTE SCHEDULE
Monday, December 25, 2017

FACILITY
CLOSED

Residential garbage normally picked up on Monday will be picked
up on Thursday, December 28, 2017
(All extra garbage & cans beside the green cart will be picked up)

Tuesday, December 26, 2017

FACILITY
CLOSED

Residential garbage normally picked up on Tuesday will be picked
up on Friday, December 29, 2017
(All extra garbage & cans beside the green cart will be picked up)
Residential curbside recycling will be picked up on the following
Thursday and Friday, January 4 & 5, 2018
(Extra recycling beside the blue cart will be picked up)

Thursday & Friday
December 28-29, 2017
Monday
December 25, 2017

FACILITY
CLOSED

COMMERCIAL CHANGES
Commercial Garbage Collection customers with a scheduled
Monday dumpster/rolloff/compactor pick up on Mondays
will be serviced during the week.

The Recycling Facility and Transfer Station will be CLOSED December 25-26, 2017
Business as usual on January 1, 2018
The Street Division will pick up Christmas trees at the street’s edge from Tuesday, January 2 through Friday,
January 5, 2018. Please have your tree at the curb on Monday, January 1, if possible
City of Huntsville residents can also take their trees to the Solid Waste Transfer Disposal Facility. This is a free
service as long as you bring your City of Huntsville Residential Utility Bill. Trees must be unloaded at the brush pile,
also called the Yard Waste area. The Solid Waste Transfer Station is located at 590 IH 45 North.

Councilmember Davidhizar, HFD, & HPD
were at the American Heart Association’s
Heart Walk - for a healthier Huntsville!

