Special Election Called

Candidate filing open through March 7

This Week in Huntsville

City news,
features,
and
updates

January 29,
2016

At the January 19 meeting, the City Council adopted an ordinance calling for a
special election to be held on May 7, 2016. The selection of former At-Large
Councilmember Position 1 Andy Brauninger as Mayor in December left an open
seat on the Council dais.
Residents who meet the state and City Charter requirements may file an application for a place on the ballot in the City Secretary’s office through March 7 at 5
p.m. Any qualified voter of the city of Huntsville may cast a ballot in this election,
as At-Large Councilmember positions are selected citywide. The At-Large Position
1 Councilmember elected will serve the remainder of the current term, but will
then have to run again in November this year, if they wish to try to retain the seat
for its next term.
Candidate Packets for the 2015 City of Huntsville General Election are available
through the office of the City Secretary at City Hall, 1212 Avenue M, or on the City
web site at http://www.huntsvilletx.gov/Elections.
The City of Huntsville application fee is one dollar, per City Charter mandate. City
Secretary Lee Woodward acknowledged members of the public may have questions about the responsibilities of Councilmembers.
“The City Secretary’s office provides the candidate packets, which include general
information, a brief of the state election calendar, and references for guidelines
and statutes,” Woodward said. “Anyone is welcome to learn more about the duties of Councilmembers and how the election process is conducted, even if they
have no desire to run for office. The steps to becoming and the obligations of an
elected Councilmember are many and varied.”
For more information, email citysecretary@huntsvilletx.gov, call 936-291-5403, or
visit the City's Elections page at http://www.huntsvilletx.gov/Elections.
There’s so much going on at your
library, we couldn’t fit it all in!
You’ll find some nuggets like the
one at left throughout this issue.
To get the full picture, see the January 12 issue of This Week in
Huntsville by going to
www.huntsvilletx.gov and clicking
on the Publications tab on the
City’s home page.
Better yet, make it a habit to
check on all the Library departments regularly by visiting
www.MyHuntsvilleLibrary.com

At Your Library!

Find out more at www.MyHuntsvilleLibrary.com

Ken Holland, Police Chaplain
Ken Holland was recently named as the second Chaplain at the Huntsville Police Department (HPD). The primary role of the chaplain is to assist the officers in delivering
death notifications. By providing families with immediate support, the on-scene officers are able to concentrate their efforts on the initial investigation. Additionally, the
chaplains sometimes provide help to the City’s Victim Assistance Coordinator when
dealing with victims of violent crime, as well as aiding HPD employees when such
needs arise.
Holland joins Jerry Phillips in performing such duties at HPD. Phillips, named as
Chaplain a number of years ago, was sometimes unavailable due to other responsibilities or unexpected situations, leading Phillips to consider finding an additional
chaplain. Ken Holland visited with Phillips when a situation occurred in his neighborhood, and was asked to assist at a death scene. Holland, too, had been considering
ways to serve the public more.
“In my [administrative and operations] position at University Heights Baptist Church there
are some opportunities to counsel and aid others,” Holland said. “I had been looking for the
right way to do a bit more and to do something out in the community at large, but wasn’t
sure what avenue it might take. Jerry and I have known each other for many years, when he
was with TABC [Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission] and I was in the restaurant industry,
and then later as we both worked with local churches. He gave me an inside look at what
would be expected and how to best help our citizens and officers. It seemed a challenging
way to answer needs in our community and provide a public service.”
After attending Police Chaplain training and shadowing Chaplain Phillips, Holland says he
now stands ready. Chief Lunsford said, “We appreciate both of these men for their dedication and willingness to advance HPD’s Chaplain program.”
Holland attended Sam Houston State University, initially studying criminal justice but graduating with a degree in
business administration. After a number of years in the restaurant business and later with Motorola, he accepted
a position with University Heights Baptist Church as the Minister of Administration. Holland was a member of the
2014 City U. program and is a member of the City’s Hotel Occupancy Tax Board and Board of Adjustment-Zoning.
He also serves on the TCLOSE Training Advisory Board of the Office of Inspector General for the Texas Department of Criminal Justice as a public member and is an incoming board member for the Huntsville/Walker County
Chamber of Commerce.
“I can’t thank Jerry enough for his mentorship,” Holland said. “I have great respect for his experience and appreciate the trust he placed in me to offer this possibility initially. It is a pleasure to work with him and everyone at
HPD.”

Computer classes available at the Library

National Book Awards Festival
Comes to Town
For a third year, the National Book Foundation returns to Huntsville in
the springtime with the National Book Awards Festival. This blooming
literary occasion brings recent National Book Award Finalists to town for
three days of events. It's an outreach program that exists to promote
reading and American literature on the SHSU campus, in the community,
and in the public schools, with the goal of bringing books (and the worlds contained within them) to people who
might not otherwise have access to them.
The 2016 guests will be Fiction Finalist Angela Flournoy, Finalist in Young People's Literature Noelle Stevenson,
and Poetry Finalist Ada Limòn. Join them all at the Huntsville Public Library’s Community Room from 5-6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, March 16, to share the warm welcome for which we’re known. Then make plans for the main
event on Friday, March 18, beginning at 6 p.m. in the Concert Hall of the Gaertner Center for Performing Arts.
Steph Optiz, former literary director of the Texas Book Festival and fiction co-chair of the Brooklyn Book Festival in
New York, will serve as the moderator for the onstage interviews.
There will be other opportunities to meet and interact with the authors and learn more about their books and the
National Book Foundation during this free festival, including activities at the Huntsville Public Library and the
Wynne Home. For more info., visit www.shsu.edu/nba or follow at www.facebook.com/shsubookawards or
@shsubookawards.

Master Gardeners and Spring Veggies at the Library
The Huntsville Public Library is pleased to host the Walker County Master Gardeners annual spring planting workshop, “Starting Your Spring Vegetable Garden,” on Monday, February 15, from 11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. in the library’s Community Room.
The Master Gardeners will discuss different gardening styles, soil preparation, planting time, fertilizers, watering,
drip irrigation, pest control, and more. Those who feel they lack sufficient space to plant will be delighted to learn
that gardening is not necessarily confined to plants in the ground. With creativity, imagination, and expert guidance
from the Master Gardeners, attendees will leave with the knowledge of how to easily turn almost anything into a
beautiful and overflowing container garden.
Texas Master Gardeners are members of the
local community who have been accepted
into the Master Gardener training program in
Walker County, have attended 50 hours of
instruction and have committed 50 hours of
volunteer service to Walker County’s Texas
Cooperative Extension program in order to
attain certification. The group is committed
to educating others in the community about a
variety of horticulture-related topics. Their
workshops and presentations are presented
in an engaging manner that is conducive for
learning.
To learn more about the Master Gardeners,
visit their website at http://txmg.org/walker
Register online for this free workshop
at www.MyHuntvilleLibrary.com Door prizes
will be awarded. Contact Mary Kokot at the
library at 936-291-5471 with questions or for
additional information.

Take the Parks & Leisure Survey!
The City of Huntsville Parks & Leisure Department would like your help as they develop a new Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The department has been meeting with groups of residents to get feedback on potential projects and priorities. The survey used is also available online for a few more weeks, for anyone to take at any time
of day or night.
“This survey will be used for long-range planning in our community,” said Penny Joiner, Administrative Coordinator
for the department. “The large-scale projects you will be asked about in the survey have been brought to staff's
attention by citizens and advisory board members. It's a quick and easy survey that will help us determine what
you would like in terms of quality of life from the parks and recreation viewpoint.”
Access the survey on the City’s website at http://www.huntsvilletx.gov/158/Parks-Recreation.

Time to Create!

HPL is hosting its 6th Annual Art Contest,
open to all students ages 5-18. The contest theme is “Inspired By the Imagination
of Daydreams.”
Children’s Coordinator Rachel McPhail
says, “We are all certainly excited to see
what the students draw for the contest.”
Entries must be submitted at the library in
person with an entry form by Friday, February 26, at 7:00 p.m. Fifteen winners will be
selected by a panel of local community
member judges. Winners will be formally
announced at the Artwork Unveiling Ceremony on Saturday, March 12. For more
information, call Children’s Coordinator Rachel McPhail at 936-291-5910.

How Texans Can Volunteer
and Donate Responsibly
In the face of disaster, Texans have always come together with courage, compassion and unity to ask, “How can I
help?” If you want to volunteer for disaster work, there are many tasks to do after a disaster— cleaning-up and rebuilding are two of the biggest. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) suggests that volunteering
through a local voluntary organization may be the best way to find meaningful volunteer work after the disaster.
Such organizations are often in the best position to know about opportunities for volunteers in the long and difficult
recovery phase. In addition, volunteering through an established organization provides a better chance of having insurance and liability protection when you work as a volunteer.
The Texas chapter of National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) is a good source of local organizations in need of volunteers. Texas VOAD represents more than three dozen faith-based, community, nonprofit and
non-governmental groups that include volunteer engagement as a key component of their operations.
For a complete list of these organizations, with links to their websites, visit Texas Voluntary Organizations Active in
Disaster at http://txvoad.communityos.org/cms/node/104
In the immediate disaster response period there are often many people who want to volunteer at the same time. Remember to be patient. It may not be clear until days after the incident how volunteers can get involved. There are often greater needs for volunteer help when the community enters the long-term recovery period. Texans can learn
more about volunteering and the benefits of volunteering during a disaster by viewing a video
athttp://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/videos/112533
If you cannot volunteer your time or talent, FEMA officials say making a donation to an organization involved in disaster recovery is a sensible, efficient way of helping the people in need. Cash contributions to voluntary organizations
make good sense for a number of reasons:





Financial contributions help ensure a steady flow of important services to disaster survivors in need;
Local organizations spend the money in the local disaster area, accelerating recovery of the local economy;
Cash donations—rather than unsolicited donated goods—avoid the complicated, costly and time-consuming process of collecting, transporting and distributing the goods, and cash donations to recognized relief organizations
are tax-deductible.

Showing up at a disaster site unexpectedly can create an additional burden for first responders. Volunteering and donating through existing channels, and making responsible decisions that do not hamper the recovery, is the best way

Can Pancakes Increase
Literacy? Yes!
Love eating breakfast for dinner
and supporting good causes?
The Kiwanis Club will be holding
their famous Pancake Supper at
the Huntsville Public Library on Friday, February 19, at 5:30 p.m. For
$5, come enjoy all you can eat
pancakes, sausages, and drinks.
Proceeds help support literacy programs at the Huntsville Public Library. More info. at 936-2915472.

Proper Retirement of Flags
Local resident and veteran Mike Belovsky was moved to tears recently, upon finding someone had thrown away
a United States flag in a garbage dumpster. He respectfully removed the flag, delivered it to the HEARTS Museum nearby to be disposed of correctly, and wrote a letter that was printed in The Huntsville Item, reprinted in
part below.
“To the individual who so shamefully discarded that flag I say, "If you need transportation to another country, I will be more
than glad to let you use my Air Miles credit
for a one-way ticket." You certainly don't
deserve to live in this country! You passed
the museum on your way to the dump.
What would it have cost you? A little time
to do the right thing.”
A similar incident befell local Boy Scout
Matthew Fields and his dad Chuck a few
years ago. They also retrieved a trashed
U.S. flag, and Matthew began noticing tattered flags being flown around town. The
experience led him to build Flag Deposit
boxes for an Eagle Scout project, making it
very easy to properly retire a United States
or Texas flag here in Huntsville. The boxes
are at City Hall and the Walker County
Courthouse, and Matthew has collected
over 850 flags from them.
Did you know there are twenty different ways to properly retire the United States flag, and only one correct way
to retire the Texas flag? Did you know it is bad form to talk about destroying a Texas or United States flag, and
that the correct terminology is to retire a flag? Matthew and his father became very interested in the correct
handling of flag disposal, and Chuck has been an ongoing instructor for local Boy Scouts in correct protocol.
“Just put it in the box,” Matthew said, “we will pick up yearround from both locations, and store the flags until we have our
annual ceremony in October.”
Each fall the Fields host a camporee, and alternate retirement
of United States and Texas flags, as Chuck Fields said the two
should not be handled at the same time.
"You never retire the Texas and U.S. flags in the same ceremony,” Mr. Fields also informed us. “Each deserves its own time
for respect.”
Matthew said learning about the process and how to correctly
handle the flags in all situations has been really interesting for
him, especially hearing the stories about flag history.
The Fields welcome those who are interested in knowing more
or would like to attend this year’s retirement to contact them at
vipercf1213@yahoo.com, and, of course, to continue to use the
flag deposit boxes year-round.

