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CHARTER
OF
CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS
PREAMBLE

In thankful recognition of the leadership of Almighty God, we, the
people of Huntsville, Texas, humbly invecking His blessings, do ordain
and establish this Charter.

ARTICLE I.
CORPORATE NAME,
SECTION 1.01. CORPORATE NAME,

All the inhabitants of the City of Huntsville, in Walker County,
Texas, as the boundaries and limits of said City are now established or
as hereafter established in the manner provided by this charter, shall
be a body politic, inccrporated under and tc be known by the name and
style of the "City of Huntsville," with such powers, rights and duties
-as are herein provided,

ARTICLE II.
MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES.
SECTION 2.01. RESERVED.
SECTION 2.02., EXTENSION OF BOUNDARIES.

(a) Territory adjoining and contiguous to the corporate limits of
the City of Huntsville, as defined herein, may be annexed to said City,
regardless of the shape or configuration or size thereof, upon
application being made therefor, in writing, tc the City Council of the
City of Huntsville, describing the territory by metes and bounds, sought
to be annexed, which said application shall be signed by a majority of
those residing in said territory, who ‘are qualified to vote for members
of the Legislature of the State of Texas, which said application shall
be proved by the affidavit of one or more persons that the signatures
theretc are genuine, In the event it is found by the said City Council
that a majority of said qualified voters residing in such territory are
favorable to annexation, then the said City Council may, by ordinance,
declare such territory annexed to the City of Huntsville, and the same
"shall thenceforth be an integral part of said City. The provisions of
this section shall not be construed to prohibit the owner of any
uninhabited territory or property contiguous to the City of Huntsville,
as defined in this Charter, from making application to the City Council
to have same annexed tc the City, and when suech application is made and
acted upon, an ordinance shall be passed, providing for the annexation
of such property, and said property when so annexed, shall be covered by
the same rules and regulations as other territory annexed under the
provisicons of this section,
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{(b) The Cocuncili snall have the power by crdinance tc fix the
boundary limits ¢f the City and to prcvide for the alteration and
extension of =said Dbocuncary 1limits, the annexation o¢f additional
territory 1lying adjacent to the City, and the detachment or
disannexaticn of territory, with or without the consent of the owners
and inhabitants of the territory annexed, detached, or disannexed in any
manner nct inconsistent with the procedurai rules prescribed by Chapter
160, Page 447, Article 1, Acts of the 58th Legislature of the State of
Texas, Regular Sessicnh, 1963 as heretcfcre or hereafter amended, the
same being the Municipal Annexaticn Act. Upon the final passage of any
ordinance annexing territory, the corpcrate limits of the City shall
thereafter ineclude the territory so annexed, and when any additional
territory has been s¢ annexed, the same shall be a part of the City of
Huntsville and the property situated therein shall bear its pro rata
part ¢f the taxes levied by the City, and the irhabitants therecf shall
be entitled tc all cf the rights and priviieges of all citizens and
shall be bound by the acts and ordinances, resclutions and regulations
cf the City. Upon the final passage of any ordinance detaching or
disannexing territery from the City, the cerpcrate limits of the City
shall be redurced by the territory so detached or disannexed.

ARTICLE III.

INCORPORATION, FORM OF GOVERNMENT,
AND POWERS.

SECTION 3.01. GENERAL POWERS.

The City shall have all the power granted to cities by the
Constitution and Laws of the State of Texas together with all of the
implied powers necessary to carry into execution such granted powers.
The City may use a corporate seal; may sue and be sued; may contract and
be econtracted with; may cooperate with the government of the State of
Texas or any agency or any political subdivisicn thereof or with the
federal government or any agency therecf to accomplish any lawful
purpose for the advancement of the interest, welfare, health, morals,
comfert, safety, and convenience of the city and its inhabitants; may
arquire property within or without its corporate 1limits for any
municipal purpose in fee simple or in any lesser interest or estate by
purchase, gift, devise, lease, or condemnation and subject to the
provisicns of this Charter, may sell, lease, mortgage, hold, manage,
improve, and control such property as may now or hereafter be owned by
it; may pass ordinances and enact such regulations as may be expedient
for the maintenance of the good government, order, and peace of the City
and the welfare, health, morals, comfort, safety, and convenience of its
inhabitants. The powers hereby conferred upon the City shall include
but are not restricted to the powers conferred expressly and

.permissively by Chapter 147, Page 307, Azts of the 33rd Legislature of

the State of Texas, Regular Session, 1913, enacted pursuant tc the Hcme
Rule Amendment of the Cocnstituticon of Texas, knhownh &s the Enabling Act
and inecluding Articles 1175, 1176, 1177, 1178, 1179 and 1180 of the
Fevised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, as heretofcre or hereafter
emended, all c¢f which are hereby adopted. In addition tc the powers
enumerated herein and subject cnly o the limitations imposed by the
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Constitution ana Laws cf the State of Texas and by this Charter, the
City shall have, without the necessity cf express enumeraticn in this
Charter, each and every power which by virtue of Article XI, Section V,
of the Constitution ¢f the State of Texas, the people of the City are
empowered by electicn tc grant or te confer uponh the City by expressly
and specifically granting and enumerating the same herein, All such
powers whether expressed or implied shall be exercised and enforced in
the manner prescribed in this Charter or, wihen nct prescribed herein, in
such manner as shall be provided by ordinance of the Council,

SECTION 3.02. FORM OF GOVERNMENT.,

The municipal government provided by this Charter shall be, and
shall be khown as "Council-Manager Government." Pursuant to the
provisions of and subject only to the limitations imposed by the State
Constitution, the State laws, and this Charter, all powers ¢f the City
shall be vested in and exercised by an elective Council, hereinafter
referred to as "The City Council™ which shall enact legislation, adopt
budgets, determine policies, and appcint the City Manager who shall
execute the laws and administer the government of the City.

SECTION 3.03. STREETS AND PUBLIC PROPERTY.

The City shall have exclusive dominion, control, and Jjurisdiction
in, upon, cver, and under the public streets, sidewalks, alleys, public
squares, and public ways within the corporate limits of the City, and
in, upon, over, and under all public property of the City., With respect
tc each and every public street, sidewalk, alley, highway, public
square, public park, o¢r other public way within the corporate limits of
the City, the City shall have the power toc estabiish, maintain, improve,
alter, abandon, or vacate the same; to regulate, establish, or change
the grade therecf; to control and regulate the use thereof; and to abate
and remcve in a summary manner any encroachment thereon,

SECTION 3.04., STREET DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT.

The City shall have the power to develop and improve, or cause to
be developed and improved, any and all public streets, sidewalks,
alleys, highways, and other public ways within the corporate limits of
the City by 1laying out, clearing of vegetation, inecluding shrubs,
narrowing, widening, straightening, extending, lighting, and
establishing building lines along the same; by purchasing, condemning,
and taking property therefcr; by filling, grading, raising, lowering,
paving, repaving -and repairing, in a permanent manner, the same; and by
constructing, reconstructing, altering, repairing, and realigning curbs,
gutters, drains, =<sidewalks, culverts, and other appurtenances and
incidentals 1in connection with such development and improvement
authorized hereinabove, or any combination or part thereof. The cost of
such development and improvement may be paid partly or entirely by
assessments levied as a lien against the property abutting thereon and
against the owners therecf, and such assessments may be levied in any
amount and under any prccedure nct prohibited by the Laws of the State
cf Texas; provided, that nc assessment shall be made against such land
¢r cwners in excess c¢f the enhancement in value of such property
occasioned by sueh imprcevement,
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If improvemernts be c¢rdered constructed in any part of any such area
used ¢r coccupied by the tracks cor facilities of any railway or public
utility, then the City Cocuncil shall have power tc assess the whole cost
of improvements in such area and the added costs of improvements in
areas adjacent thereto made necessary by such use or occupancy against
such railway or utility, and shall have rower by ordinance to provide
for the enforcement cf such assessment,

As an alternate and cumulative methcd of developing, improving, and
paving any and all public streets, sidewalks, alleys, highways, and
other public ways within its corpcrate limits, the City shall have the
power and authority to proceed in accordance with Chapter 106, Page 489,
Acts of the Fortieth Legislature c¢f the State of Texas, First Called
Session, 1927, as heretofore or hereafter amended, the =same being
Article 1105b of the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925.

ARTICLE IV,
THE COUNCIL.
SECTION 4,01, NUMBER, SELECTION AND TERM OF GFFICE.

The Council shall be composed cf a Mayor and eight Councilmembers.
The Mayor, unless sooner removed under the provisions of this Charter,
shall serve for two year terms, from the fifteenth day of April
following his election until the fifteenth day of April two years later,
or until his successor has been elected and duly qualified. Each
Councilmember, unless sooner removed under the provisions of this
Charter, shall serve for two year terms, from the fifteenth day of April
following his election until the fifteenth day of April two years later,
or until his successor has been elected and duly qualified,

SECTION 4,02, QUALIFICATIONS.

At the time of his election to c¢ffice and during his tenure of
office, each member of the founcil shall be a citizen and a qualified
voter of the State of Texas and the City of Huntsville and, if he be a
Councilmember from a specific Ward, a resident of such Ward. No member
of Council shall have resided in the City for less than 12 months next
preceding the election and nc member shall be less than 21 years old.
No member of the Council shall be indebted to the City or be delinquent
in the payment to the City of any tax or assessment. No member of the
Council shall hold any other office or employment under the City
government while he is a member of the Council, nor shall he hold any
paid employment under the City government within two years thereafter. A
member of the Council ceasing to possess any of the foregoing
qualifications shall immediately forfeit his office,
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SECTION 4.03. DESIGNATICN OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL AND RESIDENTIAL
REQUIREMENTS.

The Mayor shall be designated as such and as a candidate for such
c¢ifice may reside anywhere within the City. The eight Councilmembers
shall be designated as:

Councilmember «- Ward 1
Councilmember -- Ward 2

Councilmember -- Ward 3
Councilmember -- Ward 4
Councilmember-at-Large -- Position 1
Councilmember-at-Large -- Position 2
Ccuncilmember-at-Large -- Position 3
Ccuncilmember-at-Large -— Positicn 4

To be eligible as a candidate for Ccuncilmember from a specific
Ward, a person must be a resident of such Ward. Candidates for all
positions of Councilmember-at-Large may reside anywhere within the City.

SECTION 4.04, CITY DIVIDED INTO WARDS.

The City is presently divided in fcur Wards, known as Ward i, Ward
2, Ward 3, and Ward 4, and shall remain as such until the City is
redistricted by ordinance of the City Council,

SECTION 4.05. INVESTIGATIVE BODY.

The Council shall have the power to inquire into the official
conduct of any department, agency, office, officer, or employee of the
City, and for that purpcse shall have the power to administer ocaths,
subpoena witnesses, compel the production of books, papers, and other
evidence material to the inquiry. The Council shall provide by
ordinance penalties for contempt in failing or refusing to obey any such
subpoena c¢r to produce any such books, papers, or other evidence, and
shall have the power to punish any such contempt in the manner provided
by such ordinance. No member c¢f the Council shall ever vote upon any
matter involving the consideration of his own official econduct.

SECTION 4.06. CITY SECRETARY.

The Council, upon recommendation of the Mayor, shall appoint the
City Secretary, whc shall serve at the pleasure of the Council. The
City Secretary shall keep the records of the Council, and shall have
such cother duties and responsibilities as may be assigned to him by this
Charter c¢r by the Council, The City Secretary shall appoint such
assistants to him as may be authorized by the Council. The City
Secretary shall furnish two copies of the minutes of all council
meetings to the City Library within thirty days after their approval;
such nopies of minutes c¢f the Council shall become and be maintained as
permanent public reecords.




SECTION 4,07. MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL.

There shall be twc or more regular meetings c¢f the City Councii
each menth, which shall be held at such times and places as shall be
prescribed by crdinance. Special Meetings may be called at any time by
the Mayor, the City Manager or by a majority of the Councilmembers
qualified and serving by giving notice tc the City Secretary who shall
in turn give notice cf such special meetings to all members of the
Council at least twelve hours prior to such meeting. Provided, however,
any member cf the Council, may either before or after such meeting waive
such notice. All meetings c¢f the Council, regular or special, shall be
open tc the public and shall be held at the City Hall of the City,
except as provided by Article 6252-17 of the Texas Civil Statutes, as
amended. The term City Hall as used in this Charter shall mean the
Ccounecil Chambers., :

SECTION 4.08. RULES OF PROCEDURE.

The Council shall by ordinance determine its own rules and crder of
business, A majerity of the Council qualified and serving shall
constitute a quorum for all meetings for the transaction of all
business, but nc action ¢f the Council shall be c¢f any force and effect
unless it is adopted by the favorable vcte ¢f a majority of the members
of the Council qualified and serving, unless ctherwise provided by this
Charter. Minutes of &all meetings of the Council shall be taken and
recorded, and such minutes shall constitute a public record.

SECTION 4.09. ABSTENTIONS.

Unless a member of Council states either that he is abstaining
because he has a potential conflict of interest, or he desires to waive
the requirement for reconsideration of an ordinance not passed
unanimously, then he shall vote upon every issue upon which a vote is
ralled. A member present whc abstains for any other reason shall be
recorded as having cast a negative vote.

SECTION 4.10. POWERS OF THE COUNCIL.

All powers and authority which are expressly or impliedly conferred
on cr possessed by the City shall be vested in and exarcised by the
Council; provided, that the Council shall have no power tc exercise
these powers which are expressly conferred on other city officers by
this Charter.

SECTION 4.11. OVERRIDE OF MAYOR'S VETO.

At any meeting cof the Council held not less than seven nor more
than thirty days after the Mayor has vetced any ordinance or resclution
of the Council, the Council may, by the affirmative vote of a majority
cf its members qualified and serving, override such vetc, in which event
such ordinance or resolution shail be considered finally passed and
approved and shall nct be subject to further veto.




SECTION 4,12, REMOVAL OF OFFICERS APPOINTED BY CITY COUNCIL.

The Council may by preliminary resciuticn suspend cor remove any
appcinted, salaried cfficer cr employee cf the City that the Mayor or
Council under this Charter has the power to appoint. If within ten days
of such suspension the officer or employee requests in writing a hearing
before Council, a hearing shall be held nct less than six nor mcre than
twenty days from such request. After such hearing, Council may adopt a
final rescluticn of removal by an affirmative vote of the majority of
Council., The action of Council shall be final.

SECTION 4.13. EMPLOYEE GRIEVANCES.

After proper appeal tc the City Manager, all City employees, other
than those emplcyees appointed by Mayor or Council, may . appeal in
writing to Council tc hear and resolve grievances of personnel matters
as they relate to disciplinary actions resulting in a suspensicn without
pay for five working days or more or resulting in termination.

The petition shall be signed by the employee, shall contain his
home address, and shall state whether he desires a public or a private
hearing. The petition shall be filed with the City Secretary within ten
days of the written decision rendered by the City Manager. If the
petition is timely filed, a hearing shall be held not less than six nor
more than twenty days from such petition. The City Secretary shall give
written notice of the time of such hearing to the suspended employee at
the address shown in the petition by certified mail or personal service
at least three days prior tc the date of such hearing. At the hearing,
the Councilmembers and suspended emplcyee shall be given the right to be
heard, Within ten days following such hearing, the Council shall render
a decision in writing. The Council may affirm, reverse, set aside or
reduce any previocus decision as well as reinstate the employee with back
pay. The acticn of the Councilmembers on the question of the removal of
such suspension or reinstatement shall be final.

SECTION 4.14., PROCEDURE TO ENACT LEGISLATION.

The Council shall legislate by ordinance, and the enacting clause
of every ordinance shall be, "Be it ordained by the City Council of the
City of Huntsville," The City Attorney shall approve as to legality all
ordinances adopted by the Council, or shall file with the City Secretary
his written legal objections thereto. Evidence of approval of an
ordinance by the City Attorney may be made by notation on the ordinance
itself or by separate paper or instrument. Each ordinance finally
enacted by the Counecil shall be signed by the Mayor, subject only to his
right to veto, and shall be filed with and recorded by the City
Secretary. In the event the Mayor fails or refuses to sign an ordinance
after the period in which he may veto the same has expired or in the
event he fails or refuses tc sign an ordinance passed over his veto,
such cordinance shall be signed by the Mayor Prc Tem or by two
Ccuncilmenmbers, Every ordinance shall be introduced in written or
printed form, and, upon passage, shall take effect at the time indicated
therein. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, it shall nct be
necessary tc the validity of any crdinance that it shall be passed at
more thar one sessicn of the City Ccuncil,
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SECTION 4.15. PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCES.

Except as cotherwise prcvided by law or by this Charter, the City
Secretary shall give ncotice of the enactment ¢f every ordinance imposing
any penalty, fine, or forfeiture for any violation of any of its
provisions, and every other ordinance required by law or by this Charter
to be published, by causing the ordinance, or its descriptive caption
and penalty, to be published at least twice within ten days after final
passage thereof in the official newspaper taken before any officer
authcrized tc administer caths and filed with the City Secretary shall
be conclusive procf of the legal publicatiocn and promulgation of such
ordinance in all courts, Such c¢rdinances shall take effect ten days
after final passage, provided that any penal crdinance passed as an
emergency measure shall take effect immediately upon publication.

SECTION 4.16. CODE OF ORDINANCES.

The Council shall have the power tc cause all general cordinances of
the City to be compiled and printed in code form. Every general
crdinance enacted subsequent tc¢ such ccdification shall be enacted as an
amendment tc the code., The Council shall cause all general ordinances
tc be codified, recodified, and reprinted wnenever in its discretion
such is deemed desirable, or when such codification or recodification is
required by law. When adopted by the Council, the printed code of
general ordinances contemplated by this section shall be in full force
and effect without the necessity of such code or any part thereof being
published in any newspaper. The caption, descriptive clause, and other
formal parts of the ordinances of the City may be omitted without
affecting the validity of such ordinances when they are published as a
code,

SECTION 4.17. LIMITATION OF NUMBER OF TERMS OF COUNCILMEMBER.

No perscn shall be elected to more than four consecutive regular
twc year terms as a Ccuncilmember,

SECTION 4,18, COMPENSATION OF COUNCILMEMBERS.

Each Counrcilmember shall receive a salary of Ten Dollars for each
regular meeting which he attends.

SECTION 4.19, VACANCIES IN OFFICE OF COUNCILMEMBER.

Vacancies in the office of Ccuncilmember arising from any cause
shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining members of the
Counecil for the unexpired term. However, if two or more vacancies exist
at the same time, a special electicn shall be called in the manner
provided for City general electicns tc elect successors to fill such
vacancies for the unexpired terms, unless such vacancies shall exist
within ninety days of the next City general election, in which event
such vacarcy shall be filled by appcintment as in other cases, Any
perscn elected c¢r appointed to fill a vacancy in the cffice of
Ccunrilmember shall possess all of the qualifications herein required
fcr the office,




SECTION 4.20. FORFEITURE OF OFFICE OF COUNCILMEMBER BECAUSE OF ABSENCE.

Any Ccuncilmember wnc is absent froem mcre than four ccnsecutive
regular meetings of the Ccuncil, unless such absences are the result of
his illness or the conduct of official City business, shall be deemed tc
have forfeited his office and the Ceuncil shall fill such vacancy in the
manrer prescribed by the Charter.

ARTICLE V.,
THE MAYOR.
SECTION 5,07, MAYOR.

The Mayor shall preside at all meetings of the Council and shall be
recognized as head of the City Government for all ceremonial purposes,
for the purpese of receiving services of civil process, for emergency
purposes, and fer military purposes, but he shall have nc administrative
duties,

It shall be his duty tc see tc the general welfare of the City, to
keep abreast of and prcject the needs of the City, and to recommend
legislation to the Council to meet these objectives. He shall conduct,
in person or by naming somecne to represent him, all intercourse and
business of the City with other governmental entities.

SECTION 5.02. MAYOR PRO TEM.

At the first meeting following each general City election, the
Council shall by election designate one of its member Councilmembers as
Mayor Prc Tem, The Mayor Pro Tem shall act as Mayer during the absence,
disability or disqualificaticn of the Mayor and shall have the power to
perform every act the Mayor could perferm if present,

SECTION 5.03. ACTING MAYOR.

In the event ¢f the absence, disability, or disqualification of
both the Mayor and Mayor Prc Tem at any particular meeting of the
Courcil, the remaining members c¢f the Council shall by election
designate cne of their members as Acting Mayor and he shall act as Mayor
for such particular meeting and shall have power tc perform every act,
except the power toc remcve or suspend officers and employees and the
power ¢f vetc, the Mayor could perform if present.

SECTION 5,04, VACANCY.

In the event <f a vacancy in the office of Mayer arising frem any
cause, the Mayer Pre Tem shall beccme Maycr for the ccmpletion of the
unexpired term if one year cor less c¢f such unexpired term remains.
However, if mecre than cne year ¢f such unexpired term remains, the
Ccurcil shall within ten days following such vacarcy call a special
election to be held within not less than forty ncr mere than sixty days
thereafter to fill such vacancy for the unexpired term. The Mayor Pro

9




Tem shall act as Mayer until a successcr te the office ¢f Mayer has been
elected and duly qualified.

SECTION 5.05., GENERAL POWERS OF THE MAYOR.

The Mayor shall have and exercise such powers, prercgatives, and
authorities as are expressly or impliedly conferred on him by this
Charter or by the Council.

SECTION 5.06. PRIVILEGE OF VOTE AND VETO,

The Mayor, as a member of the Council, shall vcte upon all matters
considered by the Council, except 1in those instances where such
privilege of vote is specifically denied him by this Charter. The Mayor
shall have the power to vetoc any ordinance or resclution ‘enacted or
adopted by the Council, except those ordinances or resclutions which are
not subject to the initiative or referendum process under the provisiens
of this Charter. To be effective, such veto must be accomplished by a
vetc message setting forth in writing the Mayor's reason for such veto,
which such vetc and veto message must be filed with the City Secretary
within such three day pericd. The City Secretary shall deliver the
Maycr's vetc and vetc message to the Ccuncil at its next regular
meeting.

SECTION 5.07. REMOVAL OF APPOINTED, NON-PAID PERSONS.

The Mayor may, with approval of Council, remocve from office or
pesition all persons appointed by him to serve on boards, commissions,
cr committees, cor agencies of the City cor to serve in any similar
non-paid offices ¢r pesitions of the City. The action of the Mayor and
Council shall be final.

SECTION 5.08. RESERVED.
SECTION 5,09. OTHER DUTIES AND POWERS.

Unless otherwise provided by law ¢r by this Charter, the powers and
resporsibilities of the Mayer shall include, but shall not be limited by
the follewing:

(a) Tc appcint, subject to the confirmation and appreval of the
Council, the City Secretary, the City Attorney, the Municipal
Ceourt Judge, the Certified Public Accountant, and all members
cf all Boards, Commissiens and Committees, of the City.

(b) To recommend to the Council such measures, resolutions and
crdinances as he may deem proper and necessary,

(¢} To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this
Charter or required of him by the Council,
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SECTION 5.10. COMPENSATION OF MAYOR.
The Maycr shall receive a monthly salary eof $50.00,
SECTION 5.11., LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF TERMS OF MAYOR.

No person shall be elected to mere than four consecutive regular
two year terms as Mayor,

ARTICLE VI.
ELECTIONS.
SECTION 6.01, GENERAL ELECTIONS.

Regular City general elections shall be held on the first Saturday
in April. All Councilmembers and the Mayor shall be elected for two
year terms, provided that the Mayor and Councilmembers from all Wards
shall be elected on cdd numbered years and all Councilmembers-at-Large
shall be elected on even numbered years. In all odd year elections,
each qualified voter shall vote for not more than one candidate for
Mayor and for nct mere than cone candidate fcr Councilmember from the
qualified vocter's ward. In all even year eliections, each qualified
voter shall veote for nct mere than one candidate for each of the four
Council-at-Large positions. Said election shall be crdered by the
Mayor, in the event he fails tc do sc by the Council. The City
Secretary shall give nctice of such election by causing said notice to
be published at least fecrty days pricr to the date of such election in
the official newspaper of the City.

SECTION 6.02., RUN-OFF ELECTIONS.

In the event any candidate fecr Mayer or Councilmember fails to
receive a majority of all votes cast for his particular office at any
regular or special election, the Mayor or, if he fails to doc so, the
Council shall on the first day following the completion of the official
cournt of ballots cast at the first election, order a second election to
be held on the third Tuesday following the date of such order, at which
election the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes cast
for such particular office in the first election, at which nc one was
elected to such office by receiving a majority of all votes cast for all
candidates for such particular office, shall again be voted for, and the
one receiving the highest number of votes cast shall be elected to such
office. The City Secretary shall give notice of such run-off election
by causing said nctice to be published at least ten days prior to the
date of such electicn in the official newspaper of the City.

SECTION 6.03. ORDER OF NAMES ON BALLOT.

In all elections, regular or special, first or run-off, the order
of names of candidates for a particular office on the ballct shall be

determined by the Texas Election Code.
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SECTION 6.04, REGULATION OF ELECTIONS.

All electicns shall be held in accerdance with the Laws of the
State of Texas regulating the hclding ¢f municipal elections and in
accordance with the ordinances adopted by the Council fer the conduct c¢f
elections, The Council shall appeint the Election Judges and other
election officials and shall provide fer the compensaticn of all
election offiecials in city electicns ard for all other expenses of
holding such electicons.

SECTION 6.05, FILING OF CANDIDATES.

Any qualified perscn who desires tc become a candidate for election
tc the office of Maycr or Councilmember shall file with the City
Secretary at least thirty days pricr to the date of electicn an
application for his name to appear cn the ballst. Such applicaticn
shall «clearly designate the <c¢ffice and, if & candidate for
Councilmember, the Ward or at-Large positien t¢ which the candidate
seeks election and shall contain a sworn statement by the candidate that
he 1is fully qualified under the Laws of the State of Texas and the
provisions ¢f this Charter to hold the cffice he seeks.

SECTION 6.06. FILING FEES.

An applicaticn to become a candidate for Mayer and/or Councilmember
must be accompanied by a filing fee of One Dollar. The payment of such
filing fees shall be in cash.

SECTION 6.07. CANVASSING ELECTION AND DECLARING RESULTS.

The returns of every municipal electicn shall be delivered
forthwith by the Election Judges tc the City Secretary. The Council
shall ecanvass the returns, investigate the qualifications of the
candidates, and declare the official results of the election nct later
than three days fcllowing the delivery of the votes to the City
Secretary. The returns of every municipal election shall be recorded in
the minutes of the Council by Ward tetals when applicable. At each
first election the qualified person receiving a majority of all votes
cast for the office he seeks shall thereupon be declared by said Council
elected. The decision ¢f the Council as to qualifications of candidates
shall be conclusive and final fer all purposes.

SECTION 6.08. NOTIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION OF CITY OFFICIALS.

It shall be the duty of the City Secretary to notify all persons
elected or appcinted to office of their election or appointment. All
officials newly elected at a City general electicn may enter upon their
duties on the fifteenth day of April next following the date of their
election. All cther newly elected or appointed officials may enter upen
their duties immediately. Any cfficial elected at a City general
election must qualify by taking and subscribing his cath of office not
later than the 30th day of April following the date of his election;
otherwise, the c¢ffice shall be deemed vacant, All other elected or
eppsinted officials must qualify by taking and subscribing their ocath of
cffice within thirty days; otherwise, the office shall be deemed vacant.
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SECTION 6.09. SPECIAL ELECTIONS.

The Cecuncil may by c¢rdinance c¢r resclutien call such special
elections as are authorized by the Laws ¢f the State of Texas and by
this Charter, fix the time and place of holding same, and provide all
means for heolding such special elections, provided that every special
election shall be called and held as nearly as practicable according to
the provisions governing City general elections. It is specifically
provided, however, that if the Laws of the State of Texas specify a
different period or methcd of notice ¢f any special election, the time
and method provided for therein shzll prevail over the general
provisions of this Charter.

ARTICLE VII,
INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL.
SECTION 7.01. POWER OF INITIATIVE,.

The people of the City reserve the pecwer of direct legislation by
initiative, and in the exercise of such pcwer may propose any ordinance,
except ordinances appropriating money or levying taxes, or ordinances
repealing ordinances appropriating money or levying taxes, not in
confliet with this Charter or the Constitution or the Laws of the State
of Texas. Any initiated ordinance may be submitted te¢ the Council by a
petition signed by the qualified voters of the City equal in number to
at least twenty per cent of the qualified voters of the City.

SECTION 7.02. POWER OF REFERENDUM.

The people reserve the power tc apprcve or reject at the polls any
legislation enacted by the Counecil which is subject of the initiative
process under this Charter, except ordinances autherizing the issuance
of either tax or revenue bonds, whether original or refunding bends,
shall not be subject to such referendum. Prier te or within thirty days
after the effective date of any ordinance which is subject to
referendum, a petition signed by at least ten percent of the qualified
veters of the City may be filed with the City Secretary requesting that
any such cordinance be either repealed or submitted to a vote of the
pecple. When such a petiticn has been certified as sufficient by the
City Secretary, the crdinance specified in the petition shall not go
into effect, or further action thereon shall be suspended if it shall
have gone intc effect, until and unless it is approved by the voters as
herein provided,

SECTION 7.03. FORM OF PETITIONS.

Initiative petition papers shall contain the full text of the
proposed 1legislation in the form of an ordinance, including a
deseriptive caption. Referendum petition papers shall contain a
suffieient descripticn of the ordinance sought toc be referred to
identify it, or if the ordinance has been passed by the Council, the
full text of the ordinance sought tc be referred shall be included in
such papers. The signatures tc the initiative or referendum petitions
need not be all appended t¢ one paper, but each signer shall sign his
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name in ink c¢r indelibie pencil, together with a nctaticn shewing his
residence address and the ward or precinct number and serial number that
appear on his pcll tax receipt or exemption certificate or such cther
document as may be prescribed by the Laws of the State of Texas to
identify qualified vcters under any future legislaticn. Nc sighature
shall be counted where there is reason to believe it is not the actual
signature of the purported signer or that it is a duplication either of
name or of handwriting used in any other signature on the petition, and
no signature shall be counted unless the residence address of the signer
is shown, or unless it is signed exactly as the name of the voter
appears on the official copy of the current pcll list or an official
copy of the current list of exempt voters or such other document as may
be prescribed by the Laws ¢f the State of Texas, to identify qualified
voters under any future legislation, or unless the precinet number and
serial number that appear on the signer's pcll tax receipt or exemption
certificate or such cther document as may be prescribed by the Laws of
the State c¢f Texas to identify qualified vocters under any future
legislation are noted as above required, Befcre the signatures on any
petitior paper may be counted, one of the signers of such petition
paper, a qualified voter, shall make cath before the City Secretary or
any cther officer competent to administer caths, that the statements
made therein are true, that each signature toc the paper appended is a
genuine sjignature of the person whcse name purports to be signed
theretc, and that such signatures were placed thereon in his presence,

SECTION 7.04, FILING, EXAMINATION, AND CERTIFICATION OF PETITIONS.

Within thirty days after an initiative or referendum petition is
filed, the City Secretary shall determine whether the same is properly
signed by the requisite number of gualified voters. The City Secretary
shall declare void any petition paper which dces nct have an affidavit
attached thereto as required in Section 7.03 of this Article. In
examining the petition, the City Secretary shall write the letters
"D, V," (declared void), in red ink opposite the names of signers found
not qualified. After completing the examination of the petition, the
City Secretary shall certify the results thereof to the Council at its
next regular meeting. If the certificate ¢f the City Secretary shall
show an initiative or referendum petition to be insufficient, the City
Secretary shall notify the perseon filing the petition, and it may be
amended within ten days from the date of such notice by filing a
supplementary petiticn upon additional papers signed and filed as
provided for in the original petiticon, Within thirty days after such
amendment is filed, the City Secretary shall examine the amended
petition and certify as to its sufficiency. If the amended petition is
then found to be insufficient, no further proceedings shall be had with
regard to it, except as provided in Secticn 7.06 below.

SECTION 7.05. COUNCIL CONSIDERATION AND SUBMISSION TO VOTERS.

When the Council receives an authorized initiative petition
certified by the City Secretary tc be sufficient, the Council shall
either: (a) pass the initiated ordinance without amendment within
twenty-cne days after the date cf the certification to the Council; or
(b) submit said initiated ordinance without amendments to a vcte of the
qualified voters of the City at a regular or special election to be held
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within sixty days after the date of the certification tc the Council.

When the Council receives an autherized referendum petition
certified by the City Secretary tc be sufficient, the Council shall
reconsider the referred ordinance, and if upon such reconsideration such
ordinance is not repealed withirn twenty-one days, it shall be submitted
to the qualified voters of the City at a regular or special electicn to
be held not more than sixty days after the date of the certification to
the Council,

Special eiections on initiated or referred ordinances shall nct be
held mcre frequently than once each six months, and no ordinance on the
same subject as an initiated cordinance which has been defeated or on the
same subject as a referred cordinance which has been approved at any
election may be initiated by the vcters within two years from the date
of such election,

SECTION 7.06. PETITION SIGNED BY LESS THAN TWENTY PER CENT OF
QUALIFIED VOTERS.

If any authorized initiative petition cor referendum petition be
signed by qualified voters of the City equal in number to at least ten
per rent but less than twenty per cent of the qualified voters of the
City, then such ordinance, without amendment or alteration, shall be
submitted by the Council tc the qualified voters of the City at the next
City general election that shall be held at any time after sixty days
from the cdate of the City Secretary's certification of sufficiency
attached to the petition accompanying said initiated or referred
ordinance.

SECTION 7.07. RESULTS OF ELECTION.

Any number of ordinances may be voted on at the same election in
acccrdance with the provisions of this Article. If a majority of the
legal votes cast is in favor of an initiated ordinance, it shall
thereupon be effective as an crdinance of the City. An ordinance so
adopted may be repealed or amended at any time after the expiration of
two years by a vcte of two thirds of the Councilmembers qualified and
serving. A referred crdinance which is rejected by a majority of the
legal votes cast in a referendum election shall be deemed thereupcn
repealed and may not be re—enacted by the Council for a period of two
years,

SECTION 7.08. POWER OF RECALL.

The pecple of the City reserve the power to recall any elected
officer of the City of Huntsville and may exercise such power by filing
with the City Secretary a petition, signed by qualified voters of the
City equal in number to at least thirty percent of the qualified voters
of the City demanding the remcval of such elected officers. The
petiticn shall be signed and verified in the manner required for an
initiative petition.
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SECTION 7.09. RECALL ELECTIONS.

The provisions regulating examination, certificaticn, and amendment
of initiative petitiens shall apply tc recall petitions. If the
petitien is certified by the City Secretary to be sufficient, the
Couneil shall within ten days thereafter order an election to be held
within thirty-five days thereafter tc¢ determine whether such officer
shall be recalled.

SECTION 7.10. RESULTS OF RECALL ELECTION. .

If the majerity of the legal votes cast at a recall election be for
tne recall of the c¢fficer named on the ballct, the Council shall
immediately declare his office vacant, and a special election for the
filing ¢f such vacancy shall be called and held forthwith in accordance
with provisicns ¢f this Charter on elections. An officer thus removed
shall net be eligible tc held c¢ffice again in the City c¢f Huntsville
within a pericd of twe years from the date ¢f his recall,

SECTION 7.11. LIMITATION ON RECALL.

N¢ recall petition shall be filed against an c¢fficer within six
menths after he takes office, and n¢ officer shall be subjected to mcre
than cne recall election during a term of office,

ARTICLE VIII,
CITY MANAGER, ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES AND DEPARTMENTS.
SECTION 8.01. THE CITY MANAGER.

The Council shall appecint a City Manager who shall be the Chief
Administrative and Executive Officer of the City. He shall be chosen by
the Cocuncil sclely on the basis ¢f his executive and administrative
training, experience, and ability, and need not, when appointed, be a
resident ¢f the City ¢f Huntsville; however, during the tenure ¢f his
cffice, he shall reside within the City.

The City Manager shall nct be appointed fer a definite term, but
may be remecved at the will and pleasure of the Council with or without
cause, by the vote of a majority of all council members qualified and
servirg., The action ¢f the Ccuncil in removing the City Manager shall
be final, it being the intention o¢f this Charter to vest all authority
and fix all responsibility for such removal in the Council, The City
Manage:r shall receive such ccmpensation as may be fixed by the Council,

No¢ member =of the Cocuncil shall, during the time for which he is
elected or for twc years thereafter be chosen as City Manager.

SECTION 8.02. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE CITY MANAGER.

The City Manager shall be respensible te the Ccuncil for the prcper
admiristraticn c¢f all the affairs o¢f the City. The powers herein
conferred upen the City Manager shall include, but shall not be limited
by, the follewing:
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(a) Te appcint and remcve any officer or emplcyee ¢f the City
except tncse cfficers and employees whtcse appocintment or
election is etherwise provided for by law or by this Charter.

(b) To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this
Charter or required of him by the Council, not inconsistent
with the provisions of this Charter,

SECTION 8.03. ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS.

There shall be such administrative departments as are established
by this Charter and as may be established by ordinance, all ¢f which
shall be under the contrcl and direction of the City Manager. The
Council may abclish or combine one cr more departments created by it,
and may assign or transfer duties of any department of the City from one
department tc ancther by crdinance,

SECTION 8.04, DIRECTORS OF DEPARTMENTS.

At the head ¢f each department there shall be a Directer whe shall
be appcinted, and whe may be removed, by the City Manager. Such
Directers shall have supervisicn and contrcl cover their respective
departments, and may serve as Chief of Divisions within their respective
departments, Twe cor mecre departments may be headed by the same
individual, and the City Manager may head cne or more departments.
Except for the purpcse of inquiry the Council and its members shall deal
with the administrative service solely through the City Manager, and
shall not give orders to any of the Manager's Suberdinates, either
publiecly or privately.

SECTION 8.05. RESERVED.

SECTION 8.06. RIGHTS OF THE CITY MANAGER AND OTHER OFFICERS
IN COUNCIL.

The City Manager, and such cther cofficers of the City as may be
designated by vote of the Council shall be entitled to seats at the
Ccuncil table but shall not be members thereof, and shall have no vote
therein. The City Manager shall have the right tc take part in the
discussicn of all matters ccming before the Council, and other officers
shall Dbe entitled to take part in all discussions of the Council,
relating te their respective offices, departments or agencies.

SECTION 8.07. BONDS OF CITY OFFICERS.
The Council may require any cofficer of the City to give bond with
such surety and in such sum as may be prescribed by ordinance, which sum

shall be of sufficient amount tc protect the City. The premium of such
bend shall be paid for by the City.
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ARTICLE IX.
DEPARTMENT OF LAW.
SECTION 9,01, CITY ATTORNEY.

There shall be a Department of Law, the head of which shall be the
City Attorney. The Council, upon recommendation of the Mayor, shall
appcint a competent and duly licensed attcrney whe shall be its City
Attorney. The City Attorney shall be the legal advisor of and atterney
for all c¢f the offices and departments ¢f the City, and he shall
represent the City in all litigation and legal proceedings. The City
Council may engage other attcrneys tc assist the City Attorney. He
shall draft, approve or file his written legal ocbjections to every
ordinance adopted by the Council, and he shall pass upon all documents,
contracts, and legal instruments in which the City may have an interest.

SECTION 9.02. ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEYS.

There shall be such Assistant City Attorneys as may be autherized
by the Council. Such Assistant City Attorneys shall be authorized to
act for and on behalf of the City Attcrney.

ARTICLE X.
MUNICIPAL COURT.
SECTION 10,01, MUNICIPAL COURT.

There shall be a Department of Justice known as the Municipal Court
of the City of Huntsville, which Court shall be deemed always open for
the trial of causes, and with such jurisdiction, powers and duties as
are given and prescribed by the Laws of the State of Texas.

SECTION 10.02. JUDGE OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT.

The Municipal Court shall be presided over by a magistrate who
shall be known as the Judge of the Municipal Court. The Council, upen
recommendation of the Mayor, shall appeint such Judge, and he may be
either a layman or an atterney at law.

In the event the Judge of the Municipal Court is temporarily unable
to act for any reascn, a qualified person shall be appcinted to act in
his place.

The Council shall have the power to appcint on recommendation of
the Mayor, mcre than one Judge of the Municipal Court, each of whom
shall be a magistrate.

SECTION 10.03. CLERK OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT.

There may be a Clerk ¢f the Municipal Court whe shall be appeinted
by the City Manager. Such Clerk shall have the power to administer
caths and affidavits, make certificates, affix the seal of the Court
therete, and otherwise perferm any and all acts necessary in issuing
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precess ¢of such Ccurt and conducting the business thereof,

There may be such Deputy Clerks of the Municipal Ccurt as may be
authcrized by the Council and appeinted by the City Manager, which
Deputy Clerks shall have authority te¢ act fer and con behalf of the Clerk
of the Municipal Court.

Any Clerk and Deputy Clerk of the Municipal Court shall be
responsible to the City Manager and shall be subject to his direction
and contrcl,

SECTION 10.04, PROCESS AND PROCEDURE IN THE CORPORATION
COURT,

The style of all writs issued out of the Municipal Court shall be
in the name of the City of Huntsville.

All jurcrs shall be residents cf said City and otherwise possess
the same qualifications as jurcrs in the State courts, and they shall be
summcned in the same manner as provided for in Justice Court,

SECTION 10.05. COURT SEPARATE FROM ALL DEPARTMEZNTS.

The Municipal Ccurt cf the City shall always be separate and apart
from all departments of the City.

ARTICLE XI.
FINANCE.
SECTION 11.01. DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE.

There shall be a Department cf Finance, headed by the City Manager
er his appointee. The City Manager may appeint a deputy directer cof
firance.

SECTION 11.01 - 11.05. RESERVED.
SECTION 11.06. FISCAL PROCEDURES.

The Director of Finance shall administer and supervise all
finaneial affairs ¢of the City, and to that end he shall have authority
and may be required to: ' 5

(a) Have custedy of and be respcnsible for all monies beleonging to

or under the control of the City or any office, department or
agency thereof, and shall premptly deposit all such monies in
the City depocsitery or depositories.

(b) Examine all cocntracts, orders, and cther dccuments by which
the City government incurs financial obligations, having
previocusly ascertained that money has been appropriated and
allotted and will be available when the cbligaticn becomes due
and payable.
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(d)

(e

(f)

(g)
(h)

Prescribe the fecrms ¢f receipts, vouchers, bills, cleaims and
becckkeeping prccedures tc be used by alli cffices, departments,
and agencies ¢f the City.

Audit and apprcve befcre payment all bills, inveices, pay-

rells, and other evidence ¢f <claims, demands or charges
against the City. He shall, when ne deems it necessary, seek
the written advice of the City Attcrney in order to determine
the regularity, legality, and ccrrectness of such claims,
demands, or charges, prior tc presentaticn ¢f the same to the
Council for appreval,

Submit teo the Council through the Mayecr a quarterly statement
of all receipts and disbursements in sufficient detail to show
the exact financial ccnditicen ¢f the City. A copy of such
statements shall be submitted tc the Huntsville Public
Library.

Publish in the o¢fficial newspaper c¢f the City, a financial
statement ¢f the financial conditicn o¢f the City, including
the status of all general and special accounts, and bonded and
other indebtedness ¢f the City in the ferm and as often as a
majority of the Ccuncilmembers quziified and serving may
require, but at least cnce each fiscal year. Such finanecial
report must be audited by a Certified Public Accountant which
shall be the same one as appcinted under Section 11,19 of this
Charter and shall pcssess the qualifications as set out in
said Secticn. Such audit shall be on a nocn-certified basis.
Pricr tc publication, the financial repert shall be submitted
te the Council for acceptance c¢r rejection., Such acceptance
cr rejection must be made at a regular meeting of the Council
and the results shall be made a matter cf reccrd and shall be
reflected ¢cn the report when published as abecve provided., A
copy of the financial repcrt as approved or rejected shall be
submitted t¢ the Huntsville Public Library for its publie
journals at the same time it 1is released for official
publicaticn, and one c¢r more ccpies of such report shall be
made available in the office of the directeor of finance for
public inspecticn during nermal office hours.

RESERVED,

Invest all funds deemed in excess ¢f current needs in the
manner authorized by the laws of the State of Texas; current
needs are hereby defined as expenditures to be made within a
given ninety (90) day perioed,
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(i) Have custody cf all investments in invester funds of the City,
or in the possessicn of the City in a fiduciary capacity, and
have the safe keeping cf all bonds and nctes cf the City and
the receipt and delivery of City bonds, warrants, and notes
for transfer, registraticn or exchange. He shall be
respensible for the destruction of redeemed, paid and
cancelled bonds, warrants and notes,

(j) Maintain a general accounting system for the City government
and each of its offices, departments and agencies; keep books
for and exercise financial budgetary ccntrol over each office,
department, and agency; keep separate accounts for the items
of appropriations contained in the City budget, each of which
account shall show the amount of the appropriations, the
amount paid therefrom, the unpaid obligations against it and
the unencumbered balance; require reports of receipts and
disbursements from each receiving and spending office,
department or agency of the City to be made daily cor at such
intervals as he may deem expedient.

(k) Pay nc claim against the City unless it is evidenced by bill
or voucher submitted and apprcved by the head of the
department for which the indebtedness was inecurred. Each
office and his surety shall be liable to the City for all loss
or damage sustained by the City by reason of his negligence cr
corrupt approval of such claim.

SECTION 11.06A. DEPOSITORY.

All monies received by any person, department or agency of the
City, for and in connection with the affairs of the City shall be
deposited promptly in the City Depositery cr depositeries, which shall
be designated by the Ccuncil in accordance with such regulations and
subject to such requirements as to security for deposits and interest
therecn as may be established by ordinance. All checks, vouchers, or
warrants for the withdrawals of money from the City depositories shall
be signed by the Maycr and countersigned by the City Manager. Provided,
that the Council, under such regulations and limitations as it may
prescribe may by ordinance authcrize the use of machine imprinted,
facsimile sigratures of said Mayoer and City Manager on such checks,
vouchers and warrantis.

SECTION 11.07. FISCAL YEAR.

The fiscal year of the City shall begin on the first day of October
and end on the last day of September of the succeeding year. All funds
collected by the City during any fiscal year and except for funds
derived to pay interest and create a sinking fund of the bonded
indebtedness of the City, may be applied toc the payment of expenses
incurred during such fiscal year, except as provided in this Charter.
All revenues uncollected at the ends of any fiscal years, and any

‘unencumberec funds actually on hand, shall become resources of the next

surreeding fiscal year.
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SECTION 11.08. BUDGET PREPARATION AND ADOPTION.

At least tnirty days pricr to the end ¢f each fiscal year, the City
Manager shall submit tc¢ the Ccuncil a propcsed budget presenting a
complete financial plan fcr the ensuing fiscal year., Such budget shall
be prepared and public hearings shall be held therecn in the manner
prescribed by the laws of the State of Texas relating to budgets in
cities and towns. The budget shall be finully adopted not later than
the 27th day of the last menth of the fiscal year, Should the Council
take no final action on or pricr to such day, the budget, as submitted,
shall be deemed tc have been finally adcpted by the Cecuncil, No budget
snall be adopted or appropriations made unless the toctal of estimated
revenues, income and funds available shall be equal to or in excess of
such budget or apprcpriations, except as otherwise provided in this
Article.

SECTION 11.09. APPROPRIATIONS.

Frem the effective date of the budget, the several amounts stated
therein as prepesed expenditures shall be and become apprcpriated to the
several objects and purpocses named therein., Except as previded in this
Artinle, no funds cf the City shall be expended neor shall any obligaticn
fer the expenditure cf money be incurred, except pursuant to the annual
appropriation crdinance prcvided by this Article, At the close of each
fisecal year, any unencumbered balance of any apprepriation shall revert
te the fund from which appropriated and become available fer
reapprepriaticn fer the next fiscal year. The Council may transfer any
unencumbered appropriated balance cr pertien thereef from one office,
department, or agency to another at any time, The Council shall have
the authority to transfer appropriaticn balances from one expenditure
account to ancther within a single office, department, or agency of the
City.

SECTION 11.10, EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS.

At any time in any fiscal year, the Council may, pursuant to this
Sectien, make emergency appropriations tc meet a pressing need for
public expenditures, feor other than regular or recurring requirenments,
to protect the public health, safety, or welfare. Such appreopriations
shall be by crdinance adcpted by the faverable votes of two-thirds of
the councilmembers qualified and serving and shall be made only upen the
reccmmendation of the City Manager.

Sheuld the unappropriated and unencumbered revenues, income and
available funds of the City for such fiscal year be not suffiecient to
meet the expenditures under the appropriation authorized by this
Section, thereby creating a deficit, it shall be the duty of the Council
to include the amount ¢f such deficit in its budget for the follewing
fiscal year, and said deficit shall be paid off and discharged during
the current fiscal year.

SECTION 11.11, BORROWING TO MEET EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS.

In the absence of unappropriated available revenues or cther funds
to meet emergency apprcpriaticns under the provisioens c¢f the next
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preceding Secticn, the Cecuncil may by resclutien autherize the berrowing
cf money tc meet such deficit by the issuance ¢f nctes, each of which
shall be designated "Lmergency Ncte" and may be renewed frem time tc
time, but all such nctes of any such fiscal year and any renewals
therecf shall mature ana be payable nct later than the last day of the
fiscal year in which the emergency apprepriation was made.

SECTION 11,12, BORROWING IN ANTICIPATICON OF PROPERTY TAXES,

n any fiscal year, in anticipation of the ccllecticn of the ad
valerem property tax for such year, whether levied ¢r tc be levied in
such year, the Council may by rescluticn authorize the berrowing of
money, nct te exceed in any fiscal year an amcunt equal to ten percent
of the budget for that fiscal year. Such berrowing shall be made by the
issuance of negetiable notes of the City, each of which shall be
designated "tax anticipation note for the year 19__ " (stating the tax
year). Such nctes shall mature and be payable not later than the end ¢f
the fiscal year in which issued, and may be secured by the pledge of the
ad valerem precperty taxes fer such year.

SECTION 11,13. GENERAL OBLIGATION BONLS.

The City shall have the power tc beorrcw money cn the credit ¢f the
City and to issue general obligatien bends for permanent public
improvements c¢r for any other public purpocse not prohibited by the
Constitution and Laws of the State of Texas, and to issue refunding
bends to refund outstanding bonds of the City previcusly issued. All
bends shall be issued in conformity with the Laws of the State of Texas.

SECTION 11.14. LIMITATIONS ON BONDED INDEBTEDNESS PAYABLE FROM TAXES.

The maximum bended indebtedness of the City cutstanding at any cne
time and payable from taxaticn shall not exceed ten per cent of the
assessed valuation of all taxable preperty cn the City's tax rolls,

SECTION 11.15. REVENUE BONDS.

The City shall have the power to boerrow meney for the purpese of
censtructing, purchasing, improving, extending cr repairing of public
utilities, recreational facilities, or any other self-liquidating
municipal function net prohibited by the Constitution and Laws of the
State of Texas, and to issue revenue bonds te evidence the obligation
created thereby. Such bonds shall be a charge upen and payable sclely
from the properties, c¢r interest therein, pledged, cr the income
therefrom, or both, and shall never be a debt of the City. All such
bonds shall be issued in conformity with the Laws of the State of Texas.

SECTION 11,16. SALE OF BONDS.

A1l bends issued by the City shall be secld at publiec sale upon
sealed bids after at least thirty days nctice therecf has been published
at least once in a publication carrying municipal bond notices and
devoted primarily te financial news, and at least thirty days notice
thereof has been published at least once in the ¢fficial newspaper of
the City. Such sealed bids must be opened at a meeting ¢f the Council.
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Nc bend, cther than refunding bends issued te refund and in
exchange fer previcusly issued cutstanding bends, issued by the City
shall be scld for less than par value and accrued interest.

All bends of the City having been issued and secld in accordance
with the terms of this Sectien, and having been delivered to the
purchaser therecf, shall thereafter be incontestable, and all bends
issued to refund and in exchange fer outstanding bonds previcusly issued
shall, after said exchange, be incontestable.

SECTION 11,17, USE OF BOND PROCEEDS.

The proceeds of all bends autherized, issued, and seld by the City
shall be used only fer the purpose for which veted or authorized and the
diversicn ¢f any such bend prcceeds teo any other purpcse may be enjoined
by any property tax paying citizen of the City.

SECTION 11.18. PURCHASE PROCEDURES.

All purchases made and contracts executed by the City shall be
pursuant tc a requisitien frem the head ¢f the c¢ffice, department, or
agency apprepriation will be charged, and neo contract or order shall be
binding on the City unless and until the City Manager certifies that
there 1is t¢ the credit of such office, department or agency, a
sufficient unencumbered appropriation and allectment balance te pay fer
the supplies, materials, equipment ¢r contractual services for which the
contract or order is to be used. Befcre the City makes any purchase cr
eocntract for supplies, materials, equipment or contractual services,
cppertunity shall be given fer competition, The Council may by
crdinance ccnfer upcn the City Manager general authcrity to contract for
expenditures without further approval of the Council for all budgeted
items,

SECTION 11,19, INDEPENDENT AUDIT.

At the close of each fiscal year, and at such other times as it may
deem necessary, the Council shall cause an independent audit to be made
¢f all accounts of the City by a Certified Public Accountant, appeinted
by the Maycr with approval of the Council, The Certified Publie
Accountant so selected shall have no personal interest, directly cor
indirectly, in the financial affairs ¢f the City or any of its officers,
Upon completicn c¢f the audit, the results thereof shall be published
immediately in a newspaper c¢f the City of Huntsville and copies placed
cn file in the office ¢f the Director of Finance and the Huntsville
Public Library as publie record.

ARTICLE XII.
TAXATION.
SECTION 12.01, POWER OF TAXATION.

The City shall have the powers te levy, assess, and collect taxes
cf every character and type net prohibited by the Constitution and Laws
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of the State of Texas, and for any municipal purpese. Except as
otherwise providec by law or by this Charter, the Ceuncil shall have the
power tc provide by ordinarce fer the assessment and collection of alil
taxes, and to make such rules, regulatiens, and mode of procedure te
enferce the ccllection by and payment to the City Tax Assessor and
Ccllector as it may deem expedient, and may provide such penalties for
the failure to pay such taxes as it may deem expedient.

SECTION 12.02. AD VALOREM TAXES.

All preperty, real, personal, or mixed, situated within the
corporate limits ¢f the City on January 1 e¢f each year, not expressly
exempt by law, shall be subject to taxation by the City for such year.

ARTICLE XIII,.
FRANCHISES AND PUBLIC UTILITIES.
SECTION 13.01. INALIENABILITY OF CONTROL OF PUBLIC PROPERTY.

The right of ccntrel and use o¢f the publie streets, highways,
sidewalks, alleys, parks, public squares, and public places of the City
is hereby declared tc be inalienable by the City, except by erdinances
net in cenfliet with the previsions of this Charter. No act or omission
by the Council or any cfficer or agent of the City shall be construed to
grant, renew, extend, or amend, expressly cr by estoppel or implication,
any right, franchise, or easement affecting such public streets,
highways, sidewalks, alleys, parks, publiec squares, public places, and
other real preperty, except as provided in this Charter,

SECTION 13.02. POWER TO GRANT FRANCHISE.

The Ccuncil shall have the pcwer by cordinance to grant, renew, and
extend all franchises of all publie utilities of every character
operating within the City and, with the censent of the franchise holder,
te amend the same. Provided, however, that ne franchise shall be
granted for an indeterminate term, and that ne¢ franchise shall be
granted for a term of more than thirty years,

SECTION 13.03. ORDINANCE GRANTING FRANCHISE.,

Every ordinance granting, renewing, extending, or amending a public
utility franchise shall be presented in writing at two regular meetings
¢f the Council and shall not be finally acted upon until thirty days
after the first presentation therecf., Within five days following each
of the twc presentations of the ¢rdinance, the full text thereof shall
be published one time in the official newspaper of the City, and the
expense of such publication shall be borne by the prospective franchise
holder,
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SECTION 13.04 TRANSFER OF FRANCHISE.

No public utility franchise shall be transferred by the holder
therecf except with the appreval ¢f the Council expressed by the
ordirance,

SECTION 13.05 FRANCHISE VALUE NOT ALLOWED.

In fixing reascnable rates and charges for public utility service
within the City and in determining the Jjust cocmpensatien tc be paid by
the City for publiec utility preperty which the City may acquire by
condemnation or octherwise, nothing shall be included as the value cf any
franchise by the City under this Charter.

SECTION 13.06 REGULATION OF FRANCHISE.

Every grant, renewal, extensicn, or amendment of a publiec utility
franchise, whether s¢ provided in the ordinance or not, shall be subject
te the right of the Council:

(a) Tec forfeit any sueh franchise by crdinance at any time for
failure ¢f the hclder thereof to cemply with the terms of the
franchise. Such power shall be exercised cnly after written
notice to the franchise holder stating wherein the franchise
hclder has failed t¢ comply with the terms of the franchise
and setting a reasonable time for the correcticn of such
failure, and shall be exercised only after hearing and after
such reascnable time has expired.

(b) To impose reascnable regulations to insure safe, efficient,
and continuous service to the public,

(¢) To require such expansion, extension, enlargement, and
improvement of plants and facilities as are necessary to
provide adequate service to the public,

(d) To require every franchise helder to furnish to the City,
without cost to the City, full infermaticn regarding the
locaticn, character, size, length, and terminals of all
facilities of such franchise holder in, cver, and under the
streets, alleys, and other public properties of the City, and
to regulate and contrecl the location, relceation, and removal
of such facilities.

(e) To ccllect from every public utility operating in the City
such propertien ¢f the expense of excavating, grading, paving,
repaving, constructing, reconstructing, draining, repairing,
maintaining, lighting, sweeping, and sprinkling the streets,
alleys, bridges, culverts, viaducts, and other public places
of the City as represent the increased cost of such operation
resulting from the occupancy ¢f such public places by such
publie utility, and such preportion of the cost of such
operaticns as results from the damage to or the disturbance of
such publiec places caused by such public utility; or to compel
such public utility te perform at its own expense, such
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(£)

(g)

(h)

(1)

operations as above listed which are made necessary by the
occupancy ¢f such publie places by such utility or by damage
to or disturbance ¢f such publiec places caused by such public
utility.

To require every franchise hclder to allow cther public
utilities to use its poles and other facilities, including
bridges and viaducts, whenever :in the Judgment of the Council
such use shall be in the public interest, provided that in
such an event a reasonable rental shall be paid such owner of
the facilities for such use. Provided further, that inability
of such public utilities tc¢ agree upen rental facilities shall
not be an excuse for failure te¢ comply with such requirement
by the Council,

(1) To require the keeping of accounts in such form as will
accurately reflect the value of the property of each
franchise holder which is used and useful in rendering
its service to the public and the expenses, receipts, and
profits of all kind of such franchise holder.

(2) To examine and audit at any time during business hours
the accounts and other records ¢f any franchise holder.

(3) To require reports on the operation of the utility, which
shall be in such form and contain such information as the
Council shall prescribe.

To require that the public utility give notice to any
subscriber to its service prior t¢ the permanent or temporary
discontinuance or disruption of such service by the publie
utility, except in cases of emergency, and to require that nc
officer, agent, servant, or employee ¢f the publiec utility nor
any vehicles or equipment under their control shall make use
of, go upon or across any private property in the City without
first obtaining the permission of the owner or occupant of
such property, except in cases of emergency, and to provide a
penalty for the violation of such requirements,

To impose such other reasonable regulations, restrictions, re-
quirements and conditions as may be deemed necessary or
desirable to promote the health, safety, welfare, or
accommodations of the publie,

SECTION 13.07. FRANCHISE RECORDS.

Within six months after the effective date of this Charter every
public utility operating in the City and every owner of public utility
franchise within the City shall file with the City Secretary certified
copies of all franchises owned or claimed or under which such utility is
operating in the City of Huntsville, The City shall compile and
maintain a public reecord of public utility franchises.
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SECTION 13.08. REGULATION OF RATES.

The Counecil shall have full power after notice and hearing to
regulate by ordinance the rates, charges, anc fares of every public
utility franchise holder cperating in the City, provided that no such
ordinance shall be passed as an emergency measure. Every franchise
holder who shall request an increase in rates, charges or fares shall
have, at the hearing of the Council callec¢ “¢ consider such request, the
burden of establishing by clear, competent, and convincing evidence the
value of its investments properly allowable to service in the City, and
the amount and character of its expenses and revenues connected with the
rendering of such service, If, upen such hearing, the Council is not
satisfied with the sufficiency of the evidence s furnished, it shall be
entitled to call wupon such public utility fér the furnishing of
additional evidence at a subsequent date toc which said hearing may be
adjourned. No public utility franchise hclder shall institute any legal
action to contest any rate, charge, or fare fixed by the Council until
such franchise holder has filed a motion for rehearing with the Council
for a specific date setting out each grcund of its complaint against the
rate, charge, or fare fixed by the Council, and until the Council shall
have aeted upcn such mction, Such mctien shall be deemed overruled
unless acted upon by the Council within a reascnable time, not to exceed
ninety days from the filing of such moticn for rehearing; provided, that
the Council may by resclution extend such time limit for acting on said
motion fer rehearing frem ninety days to one hundred eighty days.

ARTICLE XIV,
GENERAL PROVISIONS.
SECTION 14,01, INTERIM GOVERNMENT.

The present City Government of the City shall continue in force and
effect until the first day of January 1973. It is the specific intent
of this Secticn to make the provisions ¢f the November 1972 Amendments
applicable and effective as of January 1, 1973. The Council members,
Mayor, and all officers and employees of the City shall continue in
their present capacities, offices, and employments until provisions of
the November 1972 Amendments shall be put into effect by ordinance or
resolution of the Courncil and the Council shall as socon as possible put
these Amendments intoc effect by ordinance or resolution. Provided, that
these Amendments shall go into effect finally and completely without
further action by the Council on January 1, 1973, and thereupon all
offices, employments, powers, actions and procedures of the City shall
be under and in accordance with these amendments.

SECTION 14,01A. INTERIM BUDGET.

Tne budget adopted by the City for the current fiscal year shall
remain as the budget for the City until the last day of March, 1973. In
the period from the encing ¢f the fiscal year in the original Charter
until the beginning ¢f the new fiscal year under the November, 1972
Amendment toc such Charter, there shall be an interim budget prepared in
accerdance with the Charter and Amendments thereto. All provisions of
the Charter and Amendments thereto, pertaining to the preparation,
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presentation, adopticn, publication or irn any other respect, shall apply
to this interim budget. Thereafter the budget shall be for the fiscal
year as set out in the 1972 Amendment to this Charter,

SECTION 14,02. CONTINUATION OF GOVERNMENT.

Any ordinance in effect at the time this Charter is adopted, and
not otherwise in conflict with this Charter, which refers to some office
or employment of the City which ceases to exist under this Charter,
shall continue in force and the powers and duties therein prescribed
shall be the powers and duties of the c¢ffice or employmerit which, under
this Charter, succeeds to the same general powers and duties of such
office or employment under the previous Charter,

SECTION 14,03, EFFECT OF CHARTER ON EXISTING LAW,

All ordinances, resclutions, rules, and regulatioens in force in the
City on the effective date of this Charter, and not in conflict with
this Charter, shall remain in force until altered, amended, or repealed
by the Counecil. All taxes, assessments, liens, encumbrances, and
demands of or against the City, fixed or established before such date,
or for the fixing or establishing of which proceedings have begun at
such date, shall be valid when properly fixed or established either
under the law in force at the time of the beginning of such proceedings
or under the law after the adoption of this Charter.

SECTION 14,04, OFFICIAL OATH.

All officers of the City shall, before entering upon the duties of
their respective offices, take and subscribe the official o¢ath
prescribed in the Constitution of the State of Texas.

SECTION 14,05, PUBLIC RECORDS.

All public records of every office, department, or agency ¢f the
City shall be open to inspection by any citizen at all reasonable times,
provided that pclice records, vital statistic records, records and files
¢f the Department of Law, and any other records closed to the public by
law, shall not be considered public records for the purpose of this
section, During normal office hours, any citizen of the City or any
duly authorized representative of the press or other news media shall
have the right to make copies therecf under such reascnable rules and
regulations as may be prescribed by the Council,

SECTION 14.06. OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER.

The Council shall have the power to contract annually with and, by
ordinance or resolution, designate the public newspaper of general
circulation in the City as the official organ thereof and to continue as
such until another is designated, and shall cause to be published
therein all ordinances, notices and other matters required by this
Charter, by the ordinances of the City, and by the Constitution or Laws
of the State of Texas tc¢ be published,
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SECTION 14,07. NOTICE OF CLAIM.

The City of Huntsville shall net be held respcrsible on account of
any claim fcr damages or injuries te any perscn, whether such cdamages or
injuries resulted in death or nct, or property unless the person making
such complaint c¢r claiming such damages or injuries, shall within
forty-five days after the time in whiech it is claimed such damages or
injuries were inflicted upon such person or property, file with the City
Secretary a true statement under ocath as tc the nature and character sf
such damages or injuries, the extent of the same, and the place where
same happened, the circumstances under which it happened, the conditicns
causing same, and a detailed statement of each item of damages anc the
amcunt therecf and, if it be for persona: injuries, whether resulting in
death or not, giving a list of Wwitnesses, if ary, known to affiants who
witnessed such accident.

SECTION 14.08. ASSIGNMENT, EXECUTION, AND GARNISHMENT.

The property, real and personal, belenging to the City shall not be
liable for sale or appropriation under any writ of execution., The funds
belonging to the City, in the hands of any person, firm, or corporation,
shall nct be liabie to garnishment, attachment, or sequestration; nor
shall the City be liable to garnishment on acccunt of any debt it may
cwe or funds or property it may have on hand or OwWiag te eny person,
Neither the City nor any of its officers or agents shall be required to
answer any such writ of garnishment on any account whatever. The City
shall not be obligated to recognize any assignment of wages by its
employees.

SECTION 14,09. SECURITY OR BOND NOT REQUIRED.

it shall not be necessary in action, suit, c¢r pre-eecing in which
the City shall be a party for any bond, undertaking, or security to be
executed in behalf of the City; but all actions, suits, and proceeding
shall be ecnducted in the same manner as if such bend, undertaking, or
security had been given, The City shall have all remedies of appeal
previded by law to all courts in this State without bond or security of
any kind., For all the purposes of such actions, suits, proceedings and
appeals, the City shall be liable in the same manner and to the same
extent as if bond, undertaking, or security in ordinary cases had been
given and executed,

SECTION 14,10, PERSONAL INTEREST IN CITY CONTRACTS.

No member of the Ccuneil or other officer or employee of the City
shall be directly or indirectly interested in any werk, business, or
corntract, the expense, price or compensation of which is paid from the
City Treasury, or by an assessment levied by ordinance or resolution of
the Counecil, nor be the surety on the official bend of any officer of
the City, ner for any person having a centract, work, or business with
said City for the performance ¢f which security may be required, except
<% behalf of the City as an officer ¢r employee, Any willful vielation
of this Seeticn shall constitute malfeasance in office and any officer
¢r employee guilty therecf shall be subject to removal from his office
or positien. Any violation of this Section with the knowledge,
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expressed or imblied. of the perscn c¢r ccrporation centracting with the
City shall render the coniract invclved vcidabie by the Council,

SECTION 14,11, NEPOTISM.

No perscn related within the second degree by affinity cr within
the third degree by censanquinity tc the Mayor, any member of the
Council or City Manager, shall be appcinted tc any office, position,
clerkship or other service of the City. This prchibition shall not
apply however, to any person who shall have been employed by the City
fcr two years prior tc and at the time of the electich of the Maycr or
Councilmember sc related tc him, or the employment of the City Manager
S0 related to him.

SECTION 14,12, LIMITATION ON REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES.

The Council may authorize the reimbursement of actual and receipted
expenses incurred by any officer cr employee cf the City while acting in
the City's behalf in his official capacity; prcvided, the Maycr shalil
not be entitled tc such reimbursements exceeding Five Hundrecd Dollars
for each fiscal yezr and Councilmembers shall not be entitled to such
reimbursements in an amount exceeding Five Hundred Dollars each for each
fiscal year, It 1is specifically provided, however, that such
limitaticns shall apply cnly to reimbursed expenses and shall not
restrict or limit the authcrity c¢f the Council to authorize expenditures
by the Mayor or Councilmember for such purpcses in excess of such
amounts prior to the time such expenditures are made.

SECTION 14.13. MINERAL LEASES OX CITY OWNED PROPERTY.

No City owned property cr any part therecf shall be leased for the
purpose of prospecting for, mining, drilling, cr producing oil, gas, or
other wminerals therefrom unless such lease agreement specifically
provides that the City shall retain a royalty interest equivalent to at
least cne-eighth of the total production ¢f such oil, gas, or other
minerals therefrom,

SECTION 14,14, SALE OR LEASE OF REAL ESTATE.

(a) No public park shall be scld, or any part thereof, until the
question o¢f such sale has been submitted to a vote of the
qualified voters of the City and approved by a majority of the
votes cast at such elections.

(b) No sale or lease cf real estate shall be made by the Council
- without first causing tc be advertised for bids by a notice in
the official newspaper of the City for twc consecutive weeks
setting out the property proposed to be sold or leased, the
conditions under which the bids would be received and the time

and place they would be opened,

SECTION 14.15. LIMITATIONS ON CONTRACTS.

The Coﬁncil may award contracts only at regular meetings of the
Council except in the event cf grave public emergency or calamity. It
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is further previded that frem toe date of any Civy general electicn
until the memters c© the Courmeil electtec et suen electicr rneve culy
qualified and taker ¢ffice, the Courcil shail ret Creatle, maxe, or enter
inte any contract for tne purcnase ¢f materials, supp.ies, land, cor
buildings, or for the eonstructicn or repair of ary public puilcing or
the carrying on of any public werk, c¢r professicnal services requiring
¢r authorizing any experditure in excess of one thousand dollars wnich
creates or imposes on the City any obligetzc or liability of any nature
* character whatscever, except in the eveny ¢l grave publie emergency
or calamity. It is Specifically provided, nowever, that this provision
shall not apply to contracts lawfullv autherized prier te any City
general election or teo contracts which may nereafter be lawfully
authorized by a vote of the qualifiec voters of the City, or to
contracts made for the purpaose of continuing the ncrmai functiens ¢f any
regularly established department of the City. Any and all contracts
hereafter made by the City in viclation of the terms of this provision
shall be void and shall not be enforceable ir any ccurt of this State
and the performance of same and the payment of any money thereunder may
be enjcined by ary property tax paying citizen of the City.

SECTION 14,16, QUALIFICATIONS OF CONTRACTORS.

All contractors whe bid ard/cr contract witn tre City fer the
construction or repair of public works must meet the bid requirements
and possess the qualificatiecns as required by the City Council.

SECTION 14,17. PARTICIPATION OF CITY EMPLOYEES OR USE CF
CITY EQUIPMENT IN MUNICIPAL POLITICS.

No officer or employee of the City shall be required to partiecipate
in any City electicn in behalf <¢f any candicdzte for Mayoer or
Councilmember, nor shall any City equipment be usec by or in behalf of
any candidate for Mayor or Councilmember,

SECTION 14,18, HEALTH, LIFE, AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE FOR
CiTY EMPLOYEES.

The City Ccuncil shali have the power, exercisable in its
discretion, and subjeet to such limitations and regulations as it may
deem proper to create, cperate, amend, and contract for an insurance
plian ccvering health, life, and accident insurance, or any of them, for
any and all City officers and employees, except members of the Council,
and tc pay any perticn of the premiums therefor.

SECTION 14,19, PUBLICITY OF REPORTS RELATING TO MUNICIPAL
MATTERS.

All reports made by the State of Texas or any of its agencies, or
departments coricerning the City or any funetion performed by it shall be
read publicly at the first regular meeting of the Council following
receipt of such report.
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SECTION 14,20, VICLATION OF CHARTER PROVISION OR LiWS OF

THE STATZ CF TEXES.

Any wiilful viclaticn of the provisiens of this Charter c¢r of the
Laws of the State of Texas relating t¢ Home Rule Cities shall constitute
malfeasance in office, and any officer or emplcyee ¢f the City guility
thereof shall immediately forfeit his coffice or position, and said
office or position shall be deemed vacant,

SECTION 14.21. REARRANGEMENT AND RENUMBERING.

The Council shall have the power, by ordinznce, to renumber and
rearrange all Articles, Seetions, and paragraphs ¢ this Charter, or any
amendments theretc, as it shall deem apprcpriate, and upon the passage
of any such ordinance, a2 copy therecf, certified by the City Secretary,
shall be forwarded to the Secretary cf State for filing,

SECTION 14.22. JUDICIAL NOTICE.

This Charter shall be deemed a publie act, and shall have the force
and effect c¢f the generzl law, may be read in evidence without pleading
or proof, ancd judieial notice shail be taken tnereof in all courts and
places without further proof,

SECTION 14.23. CONSTRUCTION dF CHARTER.

This Charter shall not be construed as a mere grant of enumerated
powers, but shall be construed as a general grant of power and as a
limitation of power on the government of the City in the same manner as
the Constitution of Texas is construed as a limitation on the powers of
the Legislature. Except where expressly prohibited by this Charter,
each and every power under Article IX, Section 5, ¢f the Constitution of
Texas, which it would be competent for the peopie of the City of
Huntsville to grant expressly to the City, shall be construed to be
granted to the City by this Charter,

SECTION 14,24, SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.

If any Section or part of a Section of this Charter is held to be
invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
invalidity shall not invalidate or impair the validity, force, or effect
of any other Section or part of a Section of this Charter.

SECTION 14,25, AMENDMENT.

(a) Amendments to this Charter shall be framed and submitted to
the voters of the City in the manner provided by Chapter 13 of Title 28
of the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, as heretofore or hereafter
amended,

(b) Every five years the Mayor, with approval of Counecil, shall
appeint at least three persons to a Charter Review Committee, The
Committee shall report to City Council amendments, if any, to the City
Charter trat it reccmmends fer submission to the City at a municipal
election,
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ADOPTED;:
AMENDED:
AMENDED:
AMENDED:
AMENDED:

™

Septembar 2§, 1584
Nevermper 17, 427
Noveuder 25, 1572
April 7, 1975
April 3, 1982

(G IN ¢
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