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City Honorees at Item Awards 

The City of Huntsville celebrated with the community at the recent Huntsville Item Citizen of the Year 

awards. Chief Tom Grisham, Assistant Chief John Hobbs, and Firefighters Matt Morris, Jason Sanders, 

and Darren Parker joined Walker County Emergency Management Coordinator Butch Davis in accepting 

the award for First Responders of the Year, given to all those who assisted in last fallõs fire on FM 980.  
 

Former Mayor Mac Woodward received the award for Public Servant of the Year, but something even 

more special was in store for him as the night went on. The final award of the evening was also given to 

Woodward as he was named the 19th Citizen of the Year. Woodward was genuinely surprised and de-

lighted, but it was no shock to any who know him that he immediately shared the special event with oth-

ers, in his modest and humble way. 
 

òNo one does this alone,ó Woodward said.  òI want to thank everyone Iõve worked with, they all contribut-

ed to this moment and share the credit for any successes.ó 
 

Woodwardõs family and several Councilmembers and City staff were on hand to thank him personally for 

his many years of service and dedication. 

Beautiful Day for 35th Annual 

Sam Houston Birthday 

Mayor Brauninger pre-

sents Sam Houston de-

scendent John Murray 

with stepping stone to 

be placed at Statue, 

above. Center, local offi-

cials and guests gather 

after the morningõs tradi-

tional graveside service. Right, Alabama-Coushatta Second 

Chief Mikko Skalaaba Herbert  and 

Mayor Andy Brauninger. 

Mayor Andy Brauninger congratulates HFD (above) and 

Mac Woodward accepts award from Item Editor Tom 

Waddill (right). 



 

 

20th Annual HUB Show 

Entities come together to help businesses 
 

The City of Huntsville, the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Sam Houston State University, the SHSU Small Business 

Development Center, and Walker County will together sponsor the 20th Annual Historically Underutilized Business 

(HUB)/Vendor Show. 
 

The HUB/Vendor Show will be held in the Walker County Storm Shelter located on Highway 75 North, on March 17, 2016. 

From 10 - 11 a.m. there will be a training session which will provide detailed information on how to do business with govern-

ment entities; presenters include the State of Texas and the City of Huntsville. 
 

Lunch for participating vendors will be served immediately following the training to allow more opportunity to network.  Intro-

ductions and opening remarks will begin at 11:30, with the HUB/Vendor Show concluding at 2:30 p.m. 
 

òThe main objective of the show is to assist vendors in the Huntsville area increase their customer base to include govern-

ment entities,ó Smith said. òEach level of government has slightly different bidding requirements and this can be daunting 

to the vendors. The sponsors will be available to discuss various details pertaining to their purchasing processes and proce-

dures.ó 
 

Sponsors include Sharon Schultz, HUB Director with the Texas Department of Criminal Justice; Robert Barragan, Director of 

the SHSU Small Business Development Center; SHSU Assistant Director of Contract Management Bob Chapa; Walker Coun-

ty Purchasing Agent Mike Williford; and Billie Smith, City of Huntsville Purchasing Manager; they will be available to address 

any questions related to their entity's purchasing procedures. 
 

òWhile there will be no charge for booth space or to attend any part of the event, booth space will be provided on a first-

come, first-serve basis,ó Smith said.  òVendors from all across the state attend each year, and, during the last several years, 

we have reached capacity prior to opening day.ó 
 

For more information, contact Billie Smith at (936) 291-5495.  To register a company for booth space, call Ruby Cowan, 

TDCJ HUB Coordinator, at (936) 437-3128. 


