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Guest Pledgers
Local Youth Make Meetings More Spec

January 5th was the first regular City Council meeting of the new year and the first over which
Mayor Andy Brauninger presided in its entirety. He also had the pleasure of continuing the tra-
dition of having a guest pledger to the flags. 5=
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Since former Mayor Mac Woodward suggested it giiseNt
December 2011, a member of the public, usually '.""vg\ Wl
yout h, has attended mo
meetings to lead the pledges to the United Statey \

and Texas flags. Pledgers as young as six years \\\3\ "
have come from groups such as the Boys and Gi \\» \

Club, YMCA, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, HISD, AKACTR\SS
Emerging Young Leaders, homeschool groups,

other local youth organizations.

Holly Munson of Huntsville High School was ask
to perform this special service at the most rece
meeting, after Assistant Principal Demeka Simmo
learned about the procedure.

oThank you al/l for the ! o]
dent s I n community — o o]
emailed |l ater. o[ Hol |l y] MWaeréndygrasnnggranggygsiplipdger] e d

and her mom could not stflgMunsor| king about it

Holly was nervous about standing at the podium alone, so on the spur of the moment, she en-
listed the help of her friend Payola Lopez to join her, and the two did a great job.
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,‘f:" Mayors and Councilmembers have also enjoyed
this chance to involve community youth, often
. helping spread the word. Councilmember Humph-
% rey has posted links online to video of the pledg-
“ers, and Councilmember Montgomery was instru-
mental in connecting Elaine Smith and the young
ladies of AKAdemy Emerging Young Leaders.

~0We are always happy t
ed in being guest pl
Montgomery sai d. ol t
~ come to City Hall and have a role in assisting our

ot i | ocal |l eaders at City C
Former Mayor Mac Woodward with guest pledger
Isabell Saumell.

Just a reminder...City facilities, including the libre
be closed Monday, January 18, in observance of
Lut her King, Jr. Day.



Mayors Mak
Good on Wagé

Mayor Andy Brauninger and former Mayc
Mac Woodward filmed a short video o
goodnatured congratulation before Tues
day's City Council meeting, wishing the——=
Jacksonville State University Gamecock

well in their upcoming playoff game. "

Mayor Woodward had accepted a chal
lenge from Jacksonville, Alabama Mayo
Johnny L. Smith on the SHSISU game
(won by JSU on December 19). Th
Mayors had agreed that the winning
City's mayor would supply the losing City"
mayor with a jersey to be worn during thess
first City Council meeting in January.

Watch the Mayors' full message online a
https://youtu.be/v0I3go6Pdj4

Save the Datd&uthors are headed to town!

For a third year, the National Book Foundation returns to Huntsville in the springtime with the National Boc
Awards Festival. This budding literary occasion brings recent National Book Award Finalists to town for three d
of events. It's an outreach program that exists to promote reading and American literature on the SHSU campus,
the community, and in the public schools, with the goal of bringing books (and the worlds contained within ther

to people who might not otherwise have access to them.
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March 18th, will be held in the Concert Hall of the

The 2016 guests will be Fiction Finalist Angela Flournoy,
Finalist in Young People's Literature Noelle Stevenson
and Poetry Finalist Ada Limon. The main event on Friday

Gaertner Center for Performing Arts with Steph Optiz, for
mer literary director of the Texas Book Festival and fiction

cochair of the Brooklyn Book Festival in New York, serv

National BOOk Awards ing as the moderator for the onstage interviews.

There will be other opportunities to meet and interact with

l' I tional Book Foundation during this free festival, includi
at SAM HO S ON allcc)tr;sitiegoat tr?g nHl?nlt(;r\]/iII(;J rII:?L?bIicISLilrJergrylell\(/jathECWuy:;lge

H . Stay tuned for the full schedul d social medi
STATE UNIVERSITY o, siay tned fr the full scheduie and social metia

the authors and learn more about their books and the Na-



WATER, WATER, EVERYWHEI

Potable water for people, pets, and portables

The City of

Hunt svill eds Water
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bottle filling station, located in EasthanThomason Park near the disc golf

Right - The next installation, at
Rather Park, is already under-
way!

course/exercise area. Water Services
Superintendent Joyce Hubbard had
seen the unique and multifunctional
water units and felt they would be a
good addition in our public parks.

0oThe station 1incl
filling tap, a drinking fountain, and a
bowl at the base for the foudegged

friends, 6 Hubbard
ward to the community utilizing the
new station and welcome any feed-
back. Look for the second station to
be installed soon.

The stations are not only convenient,
but also encourage park patrons to
use refillable water bottles, thus re-
ducing recyclable containers (plastic
bottles or cans) being disposed of.



