HUNTSVILLE
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

OCTOBER 2015

LIBRARY NEWS

Valeria Salazar

Salazar is the newest circulation
clerk to the Huntsville Public Library.

Born and raised in Huntsville, Sala-
zar is the daughter of a teacher and

carpenter.

"My mom followed me through my
entire educational career,” Salazar
said. "From Head Start to Mance Park,
she was a teacher at both places. |
eventually told her | needed space, so
she went to work at my little sister's
school. But she always knew what |

was doing.”

Salazar said her mom’s dedication
helped form her goals in life. She said
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her dad is a com-
plete family man,
who worked hard and
expanded their home
to meet their needs.
Salazar graduat-
ed from Huntsville
High School in 2015,

gram.

“I'was Intern of the year with the
SHSU Police Department,” Salazar
said. "I want to be a judge or a detec-

TEEN SOCIAL H

Job Seminar

Teens are at an age where
they like to buy things with
their own money. Most teens
want to get a job and do not
know where to start. The
Public
would like to help out teens
with this dilemma. On No-
vember 18, 2015 at 4:30 pm
the Workforce Solutions of

Huntsville Library

Huntsville will be conducting
the seminar for teens to help
with resumes, networking and
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where she was a member of the Stu-
dent Council, Future Business Leaders
of America, played tennis and was in
the Criminal Justice internship pro-

BETWEEN THE PAGES

tive. That is my goal—to wear a badge
and carry a gun.”
With the support of her family, Sal-

azar is working on making her dreams

faces”

-

social media. Getting the Job
seminar will be the first of
many to come.

Social Media

Technology has grown in the
last couple of years. We can
now use apps for just about
anything. Nowadays, everyone
is using socia networks for

come true working two jobs.
"I love the library,” Salazar said. “|
am getting to see new and different

The

promotion of events.
purpose of Facebook used by
the Huntsville Public Library is

to disseminate information
about and promote Library
programs, news, projects, and
ongoing activities to all mem-
bers of the Huntsville commu-
nity and Library users to share

See TEENS on page 2



EXPLORE YOUR FAMILY HISTORY FOR FREE

Online catalogs: Finding the hidden jewel

By Richard Lane,
Public Services

Genealogist and family histori-
ans are frequent visitors to public
libraries. Libraries are places of
vast information. As an example,
the Huntsville Public Library has
approximately 65,000 items in
print format. The genealogy col-
lection has more than 6,500 items
including approximately 4,500
books, more than 1600 vertical
files, and almost 300 maps and
atlases. The experience of
searching for needed information,
however, can be very much like a
treasure hunt, a search for a hid-
den jewel. Finding the right piece
of information, the hidden jewel,
can be a frustrating and down-
right aggravating experience. It
needn’t be so!

Library patrons are all too of-
ten hesitant to ask for help and
feel overwhelmed by the seeming-
ly complex method of searching
for information. That's why we
have librarians. Librarians are
helpful people who enjoy teaching

patrons how to locate the materi-

als and access the services librar-
ies provide. After all, publiclibrar-
ies are for the use and pleasure of
the public.

Libraries are places of organi-
zation and order. Librarians
spend a great deal of time organ-
izing information (intellectual
properties) using well-developed
rules and systems that enable
books, files, maps and similar
items to be identified, located and
used by patrons. The process be-
gins with the work of a behind-the-
scenes cataloger who identifies
the intellectual properties of the
material and describes the mate-

rial by title, author, subject, geo-

graphic data and similar entries.

Genealogy B3

The cataloger also places a call
number on each item which al-
lows the material to be placed in
an orderly way so that it can be
retrieved and, once used, re-
turned to its proper place. Sounds
simple, butitis never ending work
requiring attention to detail.

Many will remember when li-
braries stored index cards in
large wooden files called card
catalogs. The cards were ar-
ranged by author, title and sub-
ject allowing the user to find the
material needed. Today’s libraries
no longer use card catalogs. In
their place, we now rely on com-
puters and online catalogs to help
us find the information we seek.
We still search by author, title and
subject as well as keywords. With
a few keystrokes our searches
are processed electronically at
super speeds bringing forth lists
of relevant materials. The re-
searcher only needs to record the
location and the call number of a
select item and within a short pe-
riod of time locate the hidden jew-

el they seek.
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opinions and information about Library-
related subjects and issues.

The public are increasingly using social
media to find the answers to questions
rather than going on to a website. So
anything that can be done to be part of

their social media mix will give libraries a
higher profile and is also a natural exten-
sion of the public library service. It used
to be that people had to physicaly come
into the building to ask a question but
now they don’t even have to switch tabs
on their browser. In many ways, this
potentialy seamless service is a solution

as there is absolutely no barrier between
the librarian and the user. For example,
someone is aready on Facebook can
simply ask the library a question. They
don’t even have to go on to another
website to do it Using social media is a
new way of promoting all events since
everyone is using social networks.






