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Map It! 

Huntsvilleõs Powerful GIS System 

The City of Huntsville maintains a robust Geographic Information System (GIS) web site at www.huntsvillegis.com, launched in the summer of 

2013.  According to Eric Peña, GIS Manager, the site offers features that make it simple and quick for users to create their own maps, answer 

questions about local property and more.  It was designed to be easy to use for both entities with which the City conducts business and residents.  

At the City, the system is heavily utilized by departments and divisions such as Engineering, Code Enforcement, Public Safety and Inspections. 
 

Pe¶a said, òThe plan for the site was to have an intuitive, easy-to-use interface, which includes features users need to create and mark up their 

own maps, add arrows and text and much more.ó  He noted that, with the system, users are able to find a piece of property, draw any kind of map 

shape they want, label it, send it to print as a high-quality PDF, and have a custom-made map in their hands. 
 

Visitors to the site are able to choose from display features including utility lines, property lines, address information, political boundaries, city 

limits, topography and other layers.  The various layers available on the Web site can be added or removed based on the kind of map the user 

wants to create.  The site also includes download features to allow users access to native or source GIS data in different formats. 
 

Pe¶a said, òOne of the really useful and interesting features is the historic imagery base maps. They go back to 1995 for certain areas, so users 

can see how the City has changed over time and how land has been developed.ó 
 

òOur data download features will allow engineers, surveyors, students, or anyone with GIS software to download and use our data,ó he said.  òIn 

the long-term, I believe providing this data to our business partners will make contracting with the City easier, because they will have better ac-

cess to information they need.ó 

 

Aron Kulhavy, Director of Community and Economic Development, describes the GIS site as a great economic development tool.  òIt gives us the 

ability to share all types of information about a piece of property with someone anywhere in the world.  Additionally, itõs available on smart phones 

and tablets, enabling us to put all this information right in our pocket.ó 
 

òThe quality of our GIS data has allowed developers to get a head start on the design of their projects, saving them both time and money,ó 

Kulhavy added.  òOur utility and topographic information are of such accuracy that feasibility plans can be performed without the need to spend 

much time on the ground at the actual location.ó 
 

Pe¶aõs work involves creating and maintaining spatial databases (map data) and applications for various departments and initiatives at the City.  

He said he enjoys his work because of the tools it involves.  òItõs an interesting field enabling me to work with maps and mapmaking, and with 

computers, which are things I love to do.ó 
 

Eric Peña has worked for the City of Huntsville since October 2008.  He earned his Bachelor of Science in Biology from the University of Texas-Pan 

American, Edinburg, Texas, in 2004. He also earned a Graduate Certificate in GIS from Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, in 2006. Eric 

recently earned his Master of Science in GIST from the University of Southern California, Los Angeles, in 2012. Eric is also a Certified GIS Profes-

sional (GISP).  Prior to working for the City of Huntsville, Eric worked as a GIS Specialist/Transportation Planner in his hometown of McAllen, Tex-

as. 
 

Peña noted that Google updated the 6-inch imagery for city of Huntsville and Walker County at the end of March this year, so recent development 

around the community can be seen (such as at the Ravenwood shopping area and on the SHSU campus).  òThe imagery allows us to see whatõs 

happening from the air. The Google Earth maps are not tied into the Cityõs GIS system. The state of Texas has contracted to fly some new imagery 

that is expected to be publicly available in October.ó 
 

The GIS web site is available at www.huntsvillegis.com. For more information, contact Peña at (936) 294-5784. 



 

 

 

BUILDING THE LEGEND 
 

Building the legend is a new graphic animation video created for school-age children in order 

for them to better understand who Sam Houston was, what role he played in the history of 

Texas, and the big mystery of how he was made into a 67-ft. tall statue.  Kids of all ages visit 

the center throughout the year, but the current video was not aimed at their level. 
 

Kimm Thomas, City Director of Tourism and Cultural Services, praised Jamie Mathews, the 

Cityõs Guest Services Coordinator, along with the SHSU Animation Department, for creating 

the video. 
 

òThey did an excellent job and we are very excited to have this to share with the children.  It is one thing to be able to explain to them 

how the statue was made,ó said Thomas, òbut it is different when you have something demonstrative like this for them to view.ó 
 

Director Brian Williams of the SHSU Animation Department noted it took approximately two months to create the video.  The students, 

along with Mrs. Mathews, came up with the concept, wrote the script, drew the storyboards, designed the characters and animation and 

created the final output on video.  The final product can now be seen at the City of Huntsvilleõs Sam Houston Statue Visitorõs Center or 

online at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEXPkNPhQxyFGZht4Ywv2ow (along with other local video). 
 
 

Further reading about how the statue was made and photos of the construction are also available at 

 http://www.huntsvilletexas.com/egov/docs/1316615678198.htm  

 

   Special thanks to: 

SHSU Animation Department 

Professor Edward Moran 

Willie Williams - Director, Character Animator, Lighting Artist,  

 Compositor, Sound Design    

Paige Reans - Environmental Design, Modeling and Texturing Artist 

Lindsey Whitfield - Co-Director, Writer, Storyboard Artist, 2D Animator 

Connally Baskett - Character Animator 

Andrea Manzano - Co-Director, Writer, Character Animator, Lighting 

Artist 

Paige Beique - role of Kyle 

Christian Pratt - Lighting Artist Motion Graphics, role of Sam Houston 

Dawson Garza - Character Animator, Lighting Artist 

Jamie Mathews - City of Huntsville Guest Services Coordinator 

Karen Wakefield 

Get Ready Fore! the 12th Annual Beautification Golf Tournament 

The City of Huntsville Parks and Leisure Department and the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board hope you will join them on the links Friday, 

June 19, for the 12th annual Beautification Golf Tournament.  Proceeds 

benefit beautification efforts in and around Huntsville.  Funds are used 

for the purchase of seed for the beautiful bluebonnet and wildflower 

patches seen each spring at locations including Eastham-Thomason 

Park, City Hall, the Wynne Home Arts Center, Foundersõ Park and Sallie 

Gibbs Park. 
 

Registration for four-person teams starts at Raven Nest Golf Course at 

noon, with tee off at 1 p.m.  The tournament package includes green 

fees, cart, range balls, dinner, and awards.  Rates are $65/person or 

$260/team.  Single-hole sponsorships are $100; corporate sponsors 

receive a hole sponsorship and a team for $300; and a $500 gold spon-

sorship includes the same as the corporate sponsorship, along with a 

place to hang a banner at the tournament. 
 

For more information, contact Penny Joiner at the Parks & Leisure De-

partment at (936) 294-5708, or pjoiner@huntsvilletx.gov.  She is also 

putting together teams of individuals, so donõt wait! 



 

 

2015 Huntsville Public Library Teen Programs 

Calling all teens!  Need something fun and different to supplement your weekends?  Ashley Newsome is the Huntsville Public Libraryõs 

Teen Programs Coordinator, and sheõs got things for you to do!  Check out the list below, then make contact at 

anewsome@huntsvilletx.gov or 936-291-5472.  
 

 
Friday, September 12, 2015- Anime Day 

Friday, September 25, 2015- Comic Book Club 

Saturday, October 3, 2015- Teen Book Club 

Friday, October 23, 2015- Wii Tournament 

Saturday, November 14, 2015- Poetry Slam 

Friday, November 20, 2015- Board Game Day 

Saturday, December 12, 2015- Teen Arts & Crafts (Sharpie® mugs) 

Thursday, May 28, 2015- 3-D Magazine Art 

Saturday, June 27, 2015- Anime Day 

Friday, July 17, 2015- Origami Crafts 

Friday, July 31, 2015- Duct Tape Crafts 

Friday, August 7, 2015 ð Wii® Tournament 

Friday, August 21, 2015 ð Poetry Slam 

Friday, September 4, 2015- Teen Movie Friday 


